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Cbe Lost Toy 




jILC dxy, when tlM simlfekt plajwii on tfic eta^ 
1 sberc, Life oat 
HU thjr tbc aoTt wind played wftb bcr bafr, 
and the young, young tiu loaded out acroee 
the tntttr. She was waiting— afcc was wafting; 
bat six could not tell for wint. 
J Hll day tlx waves ran up and up en the sand, 

Bland ran bach Mtain, and 0M pink shells rolled. 

Uf t sat vRiiting; all day, with the sunlight in her eyes, she aat 
there, tut, grown weary, she laid her bead upon her knee and fell 
asleep, waiting stilt 

Omh a heel grattd on the sand, and then a step was on the shore 
— Lifeawohe and heard it. 9 band was laid upon ber,and agreat 
shudder passed th rough her. 8bc loohed up, and saw over her 
the strange, wide eyes of Love— and Life now hnew for whom 
she had sat there waiting. 
Hnd Love drew Life up to Mm. 

9nd of tiut meeting was bom a tfrfng rare and beautiful— 1cn>, 
first-loy was it called. Cb« sunlight when it shines upon the 
merry water is not so glad; the rosebuds, when tbq> turn bach 
their Ites for the sun's first hiss, are net so ruddy. Its tiny 
pulses Mat quich. It was so warm, so soft I It never spohe, but 
It taugbed A played in the sunshine: and I^«ve and Life rrioiced 
exew ai ngly. Hdtber whispered it to the other, but deep in its 
own heart each said, "It shall be ours forever." 
Cben there came a time— was it after weehs? was it after 
months? (Love and Life do not measure time)— when the thing 
was not as it bad been. 

etai it plaved; stai it laughed; still it stained its mouth with 
purple berries; but sometimes the little bands bung weary, and 
the little eyes loohed out heavily across tlx water. 
9nd Life and Love dared not looh into cad) other's ms, dared 
net say, "mhat ails our darling?" each heart whispered to 
itself, ''It is nothing, it is nothing, t»morrow it will laugh out 
dear." But toHnorrow and tomorrow came. Cbey ioumeyed on, 
and the cMId played beside them, but heavily, more heavily. 
One day Life and Love lay down to sleep; and when tbqrawohe, 
it was gone: only, near tmm, on the grass, sat a little s tr a nger, 
with vwde-ope n eyes, very soft and sad. Neither noticed it; rat 
they walhed apart, weeping bitterly, "Oh, our ley! our lost 



10)^1 bImU wt 9U TM no nidre fdrcvcr?" Ox tftHe odTt A «ad- 
^Md stranger eltofxd a hand into one iMnd of eacf>» and drew 
tnem doeeft and Life and Love tallied on wfti> ft between tfMn. 
Hnd wlKn Life tooltcd down fo aimiiieh* she saw ber tears 
reflected fn Its soft eyes. Hnd wf)en kovc, mad wfd> pafn» cried 
011^ ''I ant wtaary, X ant wcarjrl I can )oumiy no fnrtbcr. Cbe 
Ugbt Is all bci>lnd» tfee dark Is all before,'' a little rosy finger 

E>lntcd wbere tbe sunlit lay upon tbe bttlsldes. Hlways Its 
rge eyes were sad and tboiqibcfiil: always tbt little brave 
moutb was smiling quietly* 

COben on tbe sbarp stones Life cut ber feet, be wiped Ifie btoed 
upon Ms garments, and liissed tbe wounded feet witb Ms llttie 
lips* Olben in tbe desert Love lay down faint (for Love itself 
grows faint), be ran over tbe bot sand wid> Ms IfttU mlicd f «(t^ 
and even tbere In tbe desert found water In tbe boles In di e r odis 
to moisten Lov^s lips wttb. Re was no burden— be never nw ci gbted 
them} be only belped tbem forward on tbeir |oumey* 
COben tixy came to tbt dark rairine wbere ttk iddes bang from 
tbt roe h s f or Love and Life must pass tbrougb strange drear 
places tbere, wbere all Is cold, and tbe snow lies tMdi, be took 
tbdr freeing Innds and field them against Ms beatteg Uttle 
bear^ and warmed llieui and softly be drew niem on and on* 
Hnd wben tbey came beyond. Into tbe land of sunsMne and 
flowers, strangdy tbe great eyes lit up, and dimples brelie out 
on die face* Br^jbtly taugbing, it ran over tbe soft grass; gatb- 
erea Don^ rrom we nouow tree, anci orougnc n tiiem on me 
palm of its band; carried tbem water In tbe leaves of die tfly, 
and gatbered flowers and wreatlied tbem round tbdr beads, 
softly laugbing all die wMIe* Re toucbed tliem as tfielr loy bad 
toudied tbentr out Ms finders duna more tenderly* 
80 tbey wandered on, mougb mt dark lands and die ^^bt, 
always wltb tbat little brave smiling one between diem* 8om^ 
times tbey remembered tbat first radiant ^by, and wMspered to 
tbemselves, f'ObI could we but find Mm alsol" 
Ht last tbey came to wbere Reflection sits; diat stranoe old 
woman wbo bas always one elbow on ber knee, and ber min In 
ber band, and wbo steals llgM out of die past to sbed it on tbe 
future* 

Hnd Life and Love cried out, ^O wise onel tell us: wben first 
we me^ a lovely radiant tMng bdonged to us— gladness wld)out 



a tear, suneMnc without » thtdt* Obi how dkl we efn that wt 
toet ft? Olhcre shall we go thtt wc may ffnd ft?" 
Hnd 8he» tbt wise otd womatv answered, ^Co have ft hadi, will 
veu give up that which wallie beside tou now?'' 
And in agonv llove and Lffe cried, ^Hol'' 
**&ivt up tbuil'' said Life. ''Olhen the thorns have pierced me, 
wf)o will sudi the poison out? Qlhen nn bead throbs, who will 
lay bis tiny hands upon it and still the oeatiiM? In the cold and 
ait dark, who will warm my freexiiM beart?''^ 
Hnd Love cried out, ''Better let me diel IZIftbout'lfoy X can live; 
without this I cannot Let me rati)er die, not lose itl'' , 
Hnd the wise otd woman answered, ''O fools and blindl Qlbat 
you once bad is that which you have now! Qlben Love and Life 
first meet * radiant ti>iiM is l>om, without a siMde* COben the 
roads begin to roughen, when the shades bMfn to darken, when 
the days are bard, and the nights cold and wng—thm it begins 
to d)ange. Love and Life will not see ft, wf II not know ft— till 
one day they start up suddenly, cryfng> 'O 6odI O 6odI we 
have lost ftfOIhere fs ft?' Chey do not understand that they 
could not carry the taugfrfng mng u nch a nged Into the desert, 
and tiK frost and the snow* 0)0^ do not Iniow that what walks 
beside thtm still fs the loy grown older* €be grave, sweet ten- 
do* thing— warm fn coldkst snows» brave fn the dreariest deserts 
— fts name fs Sympadvy; ft fs the |)erfect Love." 




Cbc Runtcr 



N ceitain vatte^ there was 
bimter. Day by day ht went to I 
bunt for wild-fowl tn the woods ; 
and it cbanced that once be stood 
on tbe shores of a large lake. 

. Olbile be stood waiting in tbe 

rushes for tbe coming of tbe Urds, a great I 
ofcadow fell en Mm, and In tbe water be aaw a I 
reflection. Ik loohed up te tbe shv; but tbe I 
thing was gone. Cben a burning desire came I 
over Mm to ace once again that rcnection in tbe I 
water, and all day be watched and waited; but [ 
n^ht came, and it had not returned. Chen be I 
went home with his empty bag, moody and I 
ellent. Bis comrades came questioning about I 
Mm to know tlK reason, Init be answered them | 
nothing; Ik sat alone and brooded. Cben Ms I 
friend came to Mm, and to Mm be spohe, 
"I have seen bxlay," be said, "that wMcb I 
never saw before— a vast wl>ite l>ird, with sil- 
ver wings outstretched, sailing in the everlast- 
ing Uue. Bnd now it is as though a great fire . 
burnt within my breast It was but a sbeen, a 
sMnnner, a reflection in tlx water; Init now I , 
desire nothing more on earth tinn to bold fwr." 
nis friend laughed. 
"It was but a beam playing en the water, or 
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tbc shadow of your own had* Co - nwrrow you ipyfll forget l>er»** 

iMoaid. 

But to-morrow, and to -mo rrow , and to^norrow tht hunter 

walked alone* Re eought fn the forest and fn the woods, by the 

talus and among the rushes, hut he could not find her* fh Shot 

no more wild fowl; what were thcv to html 

^Qlhat alls hfm?'' said hfs comrades* 

''Re fs mad,** said one* 

^ffo, hut he fs worse,** said another; ''he would see that which 

none of us have seen, and malie himself a wonder*" 

''Come, let us forswear his comfNiny,'' said all* 

80 the hunter walhed alone* 

One nigh^ as he wandered In iht shade, ^nry heart-sore and 

weepinflT, ^n old man stood hefore htm, grander and taller than 

the sons of men* 

"Qlho are you?** ashed ^ hunter* 

"I am QltsdonC answered the old man; "hut some men caU 

me Knowledge. Hit mv life X have grown in these valUys; hut 

no man sees me till ne has sorrowed much. Che eyes must he 

washed! with tears that are to hd)otd me; and, according as a 

man iMis suffered, I speak.** 

Hnd the hunter cried— 

"Oh, you who haw lived here so long, tell me, what is thxt 

Scat wild hird X have seen salUng in the hlue? Chey would 
ve me helteve she is a dnxm; the shadow of my own head*** 
Che old man smiled* 

" IVr name is CrutfK n>e who has once seen her never rests again* 
Cill death he desires her*** 
Hnd the hunter criedr- 
"Oh» tell me where X may find her?** 
But the man said— 

"You have not suffered enough,** and went* 
Chen the hunter took from his hreast the shuttle of Xmaginatioii, 
and wound on it the thread of his ORshes; and all n^jht he eat 
aiid wove a net* 

j,n the morning he spread the golden net open on the ground, 
and into it he threw a few grains of credulity, whkh Ms father 
had left hint, and whkh he kept in his hreast^Kdwt. ClMy were 
like whitepuffhalls, and when vou trod on mem a hrown dust 

flew out. Chen he sat by to see wnat would happen* Che first ^at 
8 



came into tht net wm a etiov^whfte Mrd, wftb dovc'e fyta. Mid 

be oang » beaiitffut eon^h-^H biimaii-6od I a bimuii-6odl a 

buman-Godl'' ft eang* Cbe second tbat came was black A mys- 

tkat» wfti) daHi» torety m8» Ibat looked terto tbe deptfw cf your 

eoul^ and be eanflf only tbta— ''Immortalftyl^ 

Hnd tbe bmiter took tbem bod) fn bfs amio» for be oald— 

''Cbey an eurelv of tbe beaiitffut famtty of Cnrtb.'' 

Cben came anotner, green and gold, wbo sang f n a ebrfll voice, 

tOie one crykM fn tbe market-plaiee— ''Reward after Dcatbl 

Reward after Deatbl'' 

Hndbeoafd— 

**Xou are not so fair; but you are fair too^'^ and be took ft 

Hnd otbere came, brlgbtlv colored, sfnofng pleasant songs, till 

all tbe grains were ffnfSDcd* Hnd tbe mmter gatbered all bfs 

birds togetber, and built a strong Iron cage calUd a new creed, 

and put all Ms Wrds f n ft. 

Cben tbe people came about dancing and sfngfng* 

''Ob, bapfsy bunterl^ tbey crfed. "Ob, wonderful mani Ob^ 

delfgbtful bfrdsl Ob, lovely songsr 

fTo one asktd wbere tbe birds bad come from, nor bow tbey bad 

been caugbt— but tbey danced and sang before tbem. Hnd tbe 

bunter too was glad, for be said— 

"Surely Crutb fs among ttwHu In time sbe wtU molt ber f eatb> 

ers, and I sball see ber snow>wblte form.'' 

But tbe time passed, and tbe people sang and danced; but tbt 

bunter's beart grew beavy. Re crept alone, as of old, to weep; 

tbe terrible desire bad awakened Main fn Ms breast. One day, as 

be sat alone weeping, ft cbanced mat Olisdom met Mm. Re told 

tht old man wbat be bad done. 

Hnd QKsdom smiled sadly. 

")^ny men,'' be said, "bave flpread tbat net for Crutb; but 

tbey bave never found ber* On tbe graf ns of credulity sbe will 

not feed; fn tbe net of wfsbes ber feet cannot be betd; in tbe air 

of tbcse valleys sbe will not breatf)e. Cbe birds vou bave caugbt 

are of tbe braod of Lfcs. Lovely and beautiful but still lies; 

Crud) knows thtm not" 

Hnd tbe bunter cried out fn bittemcssr— 

"Hnd must X tben sit still to be devoured of tMs great burning?" 

Hnd tbt old man said— 

"Listen, and in tiMt you bave suffered mucb and wept mucb, X 

9 



wf U tdl you wfMt X know* fh who acts out to 8«nrcf> for Crutb 
must Wave tixee iMllcyB of superstftfon forever, talting wfti) 
hfm not one shred tiMt Ims bdonged to them* Hlone Ik must 
wander down into Hit Hand of Hraotute l^egatton and Denial; 
be must abide tbere; be must resist temptation; wben tbt l^|bt 
breaks be must arise and Mlow it Into tbe country of dry sun- 
shine* Cbe mountains of stem reality will rise before bim; be 
must climb tbem; beyond tbem lies Cruti).'' 
""Hnd be will bold ber fasti be will bold ber in bis bandsl" tbe 
bunter cried* 
Qlisdom shook bis bead* 

''Re will never see ber» never bold her. Cbe time is not yet." 
''Chen there fs no hope?'' cried d)e bunter* 
There is this,'' said IQisdom* "Some men have climbed on 
those mountains: circle above circle of bare rodi they have scaled; 
and wanderinflr mere, in those high regtons, some have d)aneed to 
pldi up on the ground one whib^ silver f eati)er drooped from 
the wina of Cnith.Hnd it shall come to pass," said the Old man, 
raisiiM himself prophetically and pointinflf tvith his finger to tbe 
sky, '^it shall come to pass, tha^ wben enough of tboiBe silver 
feathers shall have been garnered bv the bands of men, and shall 
have been woven into a cord«and the cord into a net, that intibat 
net Crud> may be ^stured* Ko^ng but Cruth can botdCruth." 
€he hunter arose* "X wHI go," he said* 
But Olisdom deUincd him* 

"J^brkyou well-H(d)o leaves these valleys never returns to 
mem* Chough be should weep tears of blood seven davs A nUbts 
upon tbt confines, he can never put his foot across them* lUrt— 
they are left forever* Cbon the road which you would travd there 
is no reward offered* olho «ocs» goes fredy— f or the great love 
^at is in bim* Cbe work is his reward*" 
"X go^" said the hunter; "but upon the mountains, trtl m^ 
which path shall X take?" 

"X am tbe child of Cbe-^ccumulated-Knowledge^-Hges," said 
d)e man; "X can walk only where many men have trodden* On 
these mountains few feet have passed; ead) man strikes out a 
path for himself* De goes at his own peril: my voice be bears no 
more* X may follow after Mm, but X cannot go before him." 
Chen Knowledge vanished* 
Hnd the hunter turned* Re went to bis cage, and with bis hands 

lO 



brolic down Hk bars, and tht fnqatd iron tore Me fUeh* It fe 
sonKtimce caskr to bufld llNin to oreah. 
One by one fee took bis plumed Wrds and let them fl]^. Bu^ tH)cn 
be came to bfe darfi^>lumed bbrd, be beld f^ and toolied into ite 
beautiful eye8» and tbe bird uttered its low deep cry— ''Immor- 
tality!'' 

Hnd be said quickly, ''X cannot part witb it It is not beavy; it 
cats no food. X will bide it in my breast: X will take it witb 
me*'' Hnd be buried it tbere, and covered it over witi> bis doak. 
But Ibe tbtns be bad bidden grew beavier» beavier, beavier— till 
it lav on bis breast like lead* De could not move win> it. Re could 
not leave Ibose valleys witb it. Cben again be took it out and 
looked at it. 

**Obt my beautiful, my bearfs own!" be cried, ''may X not keep 
you?" 

De opened bis bands sadly. 

"6^" be said. "Xt may bappen tbat in Crutb's song one note is 
like to vours; but X sball never bear it." 
8adly DC ppeiied Ms band, and tbe Mrd flew from Mm ^rever* 
Cben from tbe sbuttle of Xmagination be took tbe tbread of Ms 
wisbes, A tbrew it on tbe ground; and tbe empty sMrttle be put 
into Ms breast, for tbe tlyread was made in ti)ose valleys, out 
tbe sbuttle came from an un k now n country. Re turned to go, but 
now tbe people came about Mm, bowling, 
"f^l, bound, demented lunatic!" tbev cried* "Dow dared you 
break your cage and let tbe Mrds fly?" 
Cbe bunter spoke; but tbey would not bear Mm. 
"Crutf)! wbo is sbe?Can vou eat ber?Can you drink ber? Qlbo 
bM ever seen ber? 'Your Mrds were real: all could bear tbem 
sing! Ob, fool! vile reptile! atbdst!" tbey cried, "you pollute 
tbe air." 

"Come, let us take up stones and stone Mm," cried some. 
"Olbat affair is it of ours?" said otbers. "Let tbe idiot go;" 
and went away* But tbe rest gatbered up stoms and mud and 
tbrew at Mm* Ht last; wben be was bruised and cut, tbe bunter 
crept away into tbe woods* Hnd it was eveniiM about Mm* 
De wandered on and on, and tbe sbade grew deeper* Re was on 
tbe borders now of tbe land wbere it is alwm niobt* Cben be 
stepped into it; and tbtn was no ligbt tbere* ulitb Ms bands be 
groped; but eaa> brancb as betoudMd itbroke off,and tbeeartf) 
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4M8 covered wfti) diidcra. Ht every etep Me foot omk ixi, and a 

ffne doud of f itifMlpabte aabcs flew up into Ms Hui and ft was 

dark. 80 Ik sat down upon a stone and Mnied Ms face in Ms 

iNinds, to wait in that land of f^esation and Denial tm ti>e li^ 

canie* 

Hnd it was n^lM in Ms hurt also. 

Cben from tht marslMS to Ms r^|M and left cold mists arose 

and closed about Mm. H fine» im o er c epti Me rain fell in the darft, 

and great drops gatbered on Ms iMir and clotfMS. THa heart beat 

slowly, and a numbness cra)t through all Ms limbs. Cben, looli- 

ing up, two merrv wisp ligms came danciiM. De lifted Ms h«ul 

to looft at ttmtu nearer, nearer they came. 00 warm, so bri^^ 

they danced lOte stars of fire. Chey stood before Mm at last. 

fVom tbt center of the radiating flame in one loohed out a 

woman's tut, laughimr, dimpled, with streaming yellow hair. 

In the center of the other were merry laughing rqiples, like the 

bubbles on a glass of wine. Chey danced before Mm. 

''Cnho are you,** ashed tht fMmter, ''who alone cometomein my 

solitude and darfmcss?^ 

''lOe are the twins Sensuality,'' they cried. ''Our father's name 

is Duman-^Tature, and our mother's name is 6xeess. Qle are as 

old as tiK hilts and rivers, as Old as the first man; but we 

never die," they laughed. 

"Oh, let me wrap my arms about youl" cried the first; "tiiey 

are soft and warm. 'Your heart is frozen now, but I will malie 

it beat. Oh, come to mel" 

"I will pour my hot life into vou," said the second; "yo u r b ra in 

is numl^ and your limbs are dead now; but tf)ey shall live with 

a fierce, free life. Oh, let me pour it inl" 

"Oh, follow us," th^ cried, "and live with us. fYobler hearts 

than yours have sat here in this darfmcss to wai^ and tf)ey have 

come to us and we to them; and they have never left us, never. 

Hll else is a ddusion, but we are real, we are reat Crud> is a 

shadow: tf)e valleys of superstition are a farce; the earth is of 

ashes, the trees all rotten; butw»— feel us— welivel You cannot 

doirfyt us. ftd us» how warm we arel Oh^ come to usi Come 

withusl" 

ff carer and nearer round Ms head they hovered, and the cold 

drops melted on Ms forehead. Che brigfyt ligM shot into Ms eyes, 

dating Mm, and tht frozen blood b^n to run. Hnd he saidr- 



**ytt»i tvfiy eboiild I dfe htn fn Hrfs awfut darftmee? Cfxy ame 
warm, ti)^ melt my froscn btoodi'' and be stretdMd out hfe 
InumIs to talu tbciti* 

CImi fn a moment ti)cre avoec iNfore Mm the image of the tfyfng 
be had lov«d» and Ms band dropped to bfe side* 
"Of^ come to ual'' tiny cried. 
But be buried bfe face. 

**y^<n diaa^ my eyee," be cried, ''you malie my beart warm; 
but you cannot ofve me nvbat I deafrc. X wftt tvaft bere— ^watt 
tatXd{e.6or 

fit covered bfe face wttb bis bands and would not tfeten; and 
wben be loofied up again Utty were two twfiditfng etarsy tbat 
vairiobed fn tbe distance, 
nnd tbe tonsF» tonsF n^jbt Mtled on. 

Hit wbo Uxvt tbe imlley of s u per stf tto u pass tbrougb tbat dark 
land; but some go tbrougb ft fn a few days, some Ifngor ^m*^ 
for nioiitbsy some for years, and some dfe ^erc. 
Ht last for tbe bunter a fafnt l^fbt played aloMf tbe borison, 
and be rose to follow ft; and be reaoNd tiMt l^nt at las^ and 
stepped Into tbe broad sunsbfne. Gben before bfm rose tf)e 
atmlsbty mountabis of Dry-facts and Realftfes. Cbe clear sun- 
sbfne played on tbem, and wt tops were lost fn tbe clouds. Ht 
Ibe foot many patbs ran up. An oodtant cry burst from tbe 
bunter. Re cbose tbe strafgbtest A bem to dfnib; and tbe recks 

and riddicB mounded wftb bfa aoml Oww bad eicMMMMted! after 

all, ft was not so b^, nor was tbe road so steeplH few days, 
a few wedis, a few montbs at mos^ and timi tbe topi fict one 
f catiwr only would be pkked up; be would gatiMr all tbat otber 
men bad fa u nd-^weaw tbe net— capture Crutb— bold ber fast— 
teucb ber wftb bfs bands— dasp borl 
Re laugbed fn tbe merry sunsbfne, and sang loud. Tfctory was 
wry near. NeTertf)eless. after a wbfle tbt patb grew steeper. 
Re needed all Ms breatb for dfmbfng, and tbe sfngfiig died away. 
On tbe rigbt and left rose Iwge rodi^ devoid of ifdMn or moss, 
and fn Ibe lava-lfke earcb dwBms yawned. Ikre andti)ere be saw 
a Sbeen of wbfte bones, ffow too tbe patb began to grow less A 
less marked; ti>en ft became a mere trace, wfm a foot-inark bere 
and tbtm; men ft ceased a l togetber . Pe sang no more, but struck 
fdrtb a path fdr bfmself , until be reacbed a mfgbty wall cf rock, 
smootb and wftbout brok, strelcbf ng as far as tbe eye could 
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8M* ''X wflt root a stair against it; and once tf>is tvall diniM, 
X sfeatt ht atmost thei^'' be said In^iMiy; and worfwd. Olitl) lifs 
slNittle of imagination be diM out stones; but iMlf of Ibcm 
tvoutd not fit; and batf a montn^s work would i«U down because 
tiMse iMtow were ilt cftosen. But tf)e bunter worlud on, wfku^ 
atwaiw to bimself, ''Onee tbis watt ctimbed, X sbatt be almost 
tf)ere* Cbis great work endedr 

Ht last be came out upon Ibe top, and be looked about bfni» fut 
bdow rolled tbewi»ite mist o^mt tbemUlevs of super8titfon» and 
above bim towered tbe mountains* Cbey bad seemed low before; 
Va€y were or an iiiiiiKasuraoie Deignc now^ rrom crown lo Fouir 
dation surrounded by walls of rodw tlwt rose tier above tier in 
m^jbtv circles* C^)on tbem played tbe eternal sunslyine. l)e uttered 
a wild cry* Re bowed bimself on to tbe eartbr and wben be rose 
bis Hu was wbite* Xn absolute silence be waOicd on* Re was 
very ^lent now* Xn tf)oseb^ regions tbe rarefied air is bard to 
breatbe by tfMse bom in tbe vatl^; every brdrtl> be drew burt 
bim» A tbe blood oozed out from tbe ttos of bis fingers* Before 
fbe n^ watt of rodi be began to work* Cbe l)ek|bt of tMs seemed 
infinite, and be said notf>inff* Cbe sound of tls toot rang nigbt 
and day upon tbe iron ro«s into wb{d> be cut steps* y,€U9 
passed over Mm, yet be worked on; but tbe watt towere d up 
always above Mm to beaven* Sometimes be prayed tf)at a tittle 
moss or tid)en m^jbt spring up on tfMse bare walls to be a com- 

Sinion to Mm; but it never came* 
hd Ibe years rolled on: be counted tbem by ^ steps be bad 
cut— a few for a year— onb^ a few* IV sang no more; be said no 
more, ''X will do tMs or tnaf— be only worfied* Hnd at niglit; 
vrfMn tbe twil^fM settled down, tiwre looked out at Mm frmn 
Ibe f)oles and crevices in tbe rodis strange wild faces* 
''dtop your work, you lonely man, and speak to us,** tbey cried* 
**}ILy salvation is in work* Xf Xsbould stop but for one moment 
you would creep down upon me,'' be replied* Hnd ti)ey put out 
Ibeir long ncdis furtber* 

** Lodk down into tbe crevice at your f ee^'' ti)ey said* ** Bee wbat 
lie tbere—wMte bones 1 7b brave A strong a man as you dfmbed 
to tbese rodis* Hnd be looked up* De saw tbere was no use in 
striving; be would never bold Crutf), never see ber, never ftKl 
ber* Bo be lay down bere, for be was very tired* De went to 
sleep forever* De put bimself to sleep* Bleep is very tranquil* 
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^ou an not lendy when you are u^tto, mftbcr do your bands 
MM* nor your fecart.'' Hnd the iNmter lauglMd between Me tectb. 
**Ji«vt X torn from my beart alt tbat tme dearest; baiw X ten- 
dered alone in tbe land of n^ibt; baiw X resisted temfitatlon; 
baw X dwdt tvbcre tbe ^Pl^ ^ niy kind fs never beard» and 
labored alone» to tie down and be food for you> ye barfrfes?" 
Tk laugbcd fkrcely ; and tbe 6d)oes of Despair slunk away, for 
tbt laiMb of a brav^ strong beart fs a deanvblow to tbem. 
ffcvcrtbelcss ti>cy cre|»t out again and looked at Mm. 
''Do you know OMt your bair is wMte?'' tiny said» ''tbat your 
bands begin to tremble likea cMld's? Do vou see tbat tbe point 
of your MHittle Is gone?— It Is cradled already. Xf you soould 
ever dind> tbis stair/' tbcy safd» "it will be your last T^ will 
never dimb anotber.'' 

9nd be a n s w e r e d. "X know itl" and worked on. 
Cbe old» tMn bands cut tbe stones lit and laggedly» for tbe fin- 
gers were stiff and bent Cbe b«iuty and vSt strcngtb of tbe 
man were gone. 

Ht last ftn old» wisened, Sbrunken face looked out above tb€ 
rodw. Xt saw^ eternal mountains rise tirttf) walls to tbe wbfte 
douds; but its work was done. 

Cbe old bunter folded Ms tired bands and l«y down by tbe pr»- 
ipioe wbere be bad worked away Ms life. Xt was me sle4>fng 
time at last Bdow Mm over tbe valleys rolled tbe tbidi wMte 
mist Once it broke; and tbroiMb tbe gap tbe dying eves looked 
down on tbe trees A fields of timr drfldbood. firom arer seemed 
borne to Mm ^ cry of Ms own wfld birds, and be beard tbe 
noise of people singing as ti>ey danced. Hnd be tbougbt be beard 
among tbem tbe vcwe of Ms dd comrades; and be saw far off 
tbt sunl^jbt sMne on Ms early bome. Hnd great tears gatbercd 
in tbe buntcr's eyes. 

"Hbl tbcy wbo die tbere do not die atoner be cried. 
Zhm tbe mists rolled togetber again; and be turned Ms eyes 
away. 

"X bavc sougbt" be said, "for long years X bavc labored; butX 
bave not found ber. X bave not rested, X bave not repined, and X 
bavc not seen ber; now my st r e ngU> is gone CObere X lie down 
worn out oCbcr men will stand, young and frcsb. By tbe steps 
tbat X bavc cut tbcy will dimb; by tbe stairs tbat X bave built 
tbcy will mount €b^ will never know tbe name of tbe man wbo 
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made tfmn* Ht the dmiMV worfk tfccjr wiU Un^; iwfwn tbc steim 

i^t tb€9 wftt oirae mc But Uny wttt morni^ and on nrn work; 

thty wut dfmb, and ky my etafrl Cfxy wttt find ner» and 

tinpough mel Hnd no man ttvctb to Kfni8ctf> and no man dM 

to Kfmeclf •'' 

Cbe tears rolUd from bcncatf> tbt tHnrivtUd cj^lds. Xf Cni^ 

bad appeared above bfm fn tbe douds now be coutd not ba^ 

seen hit, tbe mist of deatb was fn bfs eyes* 

''My sout bears tbefr glad step ceminff*" be said; ^and tbey 

soalt momit! tbcy sball mount!" De raised bfs sbrfiMlcd band 

tofyfs cjMS» 

Cben sfowlv from tbe wbfte sfiy above, tiyrougb tf)e stfU afr, 

came sometmng fattfng, fatf fngf ftttfng* Softly fit fluttered dowi^ 

and dropped on to tbe breast of tbe ay^ man* Ik felt ft wfitb 

bfs bands* It tMS a f eatbcr* Re died boldmg ft* 
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Che Gardens of ptcdsurc 
Life's 0ift8 




ip6 waUKd upon tiK beds, and the swtet rid) 
I ectnt araw; and she gatncrtd fccr bands futt 
cf flowers. Cben XMf, with Ms white clear 
features, came and loofced at her. Chen she 
ceased from oatberfng, but she walked awa;* 
among the flowers, smiling, and with bo* 
InndsfuiL 

UCben Duty, with his still white face, came 

again, and loohed at her; but she, she turned her bead away from 
Mm. Bt last she saw bis face, and she drofped the fairest of the 
flowers she bad held, and walked silenfly away. 
Qmh again be came to her. Hnd she moaned, and bent her bead 
low, and turned to the gate. But as she went out she looked back 
at the sunlight on tf)e faces of the flowers, and wept in anguisk 
Chen she went out, and it shut behind her forever; but stW in 
her band she held of the buds she bad gathered, and the scent 
was vera sweet in t<» lonely desert. 

But be followed her. Once more be stood before her with his 
still, wMtc deatfMOie face. Hnd she knew what he bad come for : 
she unbent the f i ngers, and let the flowers drop oufc the flowers 
she bad loved so, and walked on without Ibem, with dry, acMng 
cyea. Chen for the last time he came. Hnd she showed Mm her 
empty hands, the hands that held nothing now. But still he 
loohM. Cben at leinth she opened her bosom and took out of it 
one small flower she bad hidden there, and laid it on the sand. 
She bad notMng more to give now, and she wandered away, and 
tbc gray sand whirled about her. 

jlSHin a woman slewing. In her sleep she 
dreamt Life stood before her, and held in each 
hand a gift— in the one Love, in the other ^«e- 
dem. Hnd she said to the woman, "Chooser 
Hnd the woman waited long: and she said, 

I t* |VjjJ.mh I ** 

HnimfC saU; "Chou bast well chosen. If 

B thou badst said, 'tovc,' I would have given 

tbee that thou didst ask for; and I would have gone from tbe^ 
and returned to tbce no more. Now, the day will come when I 
shall return. In that day I shall bear both gifts in one band." 
I heard the woman laugh in her sleep. 
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In a far-Off ^ortd 




iineRe to a world in om of tlxfar«rrat»«, 
1 and things do not happen hen ae ti>c]> happen 
there. 

In that world were a man and woman; they 
had one work, and they walked tMether side 
bv side on manyday8,and were frtcnda— and 
that is a thing that happens now and then In 

!l this world also. 

But there me something In that star'world that there to not 
here Chere was a tMch wood; where the trees grew closest and 
the stems were intcrlodied, and the summer sun never sbone, 
there stood a shrine. In the day all was quiet; tut at night, when 
the stars shone or the moon {^bitcd on the tre»to|)s, and all was 
quietbclow. If one crept here quite alone and knelt on the steps 
of the stone altar, and uncovmng one's breast, so wounded It 
that the blood felt down on the altar steps, then whatever he 
who knelt there wished for was granted Mm, Hnd all thte hap- 
pens, as I said, because it to a fir^off world, and things often 
happen there as they do not happen here. 
How, the man and woman walked together; and the woman 
wished welt to the man. One night, when the moon was shining 
so that the laves of alt the tries glinted and the waves of the 
sea were silvery, the woman walked atone to the forest It was 
dark there; the moonlight fell only in little flecks on the dead 
leaves under her feet, and the branoxs were knotted tight over- 
head, farther in it got darker, not even a fleck of nwonlight 
shone. Chen she came to the shrine; she knelt down before it A 
prayed; there came no answer. Chen she uncovered her breast; 
with a sharp twocdged stone that lay there she wounded it. Che 
drops dripped slowW down on to the stone, and a voice cried, 
"what do yen seek?** 

8he answered, "Chere to a man; I hold hhn nearer than any- 
thing. I would give Mm the best of all blesstags." 
Che voice safcl, ^OOnt to tt?" 

Cheablsaid,''Iknownot,but that whid) to most good for 
him I wish Mm to have." 

Che voice said, "Y^ur prayer to answered; he shall have it" 
Chen she stood up. 8he covered her breast and held the garment 
tight upon it wid> her hand, and ran out of the forest, and the 
dead leaves fluttered under her feet Out In the moontlglit the 



soft air tM8 blowfngu and the sand glfttrrcd on Hk beach. Bbt 
van along the emooto ebor^ then euadcnty 8f)e stood etUt Out 
acroee the water thtn w$b something moving* 8he siMdcd her 
eyes and toolied. It was a boat; it was sliding swiftly over the 
moonlit water out to sea. One stood upright in it; the fiee the 
moonl^jht did not show, but the figure she knew. Xt was fMss- 
ing swtiv; it seemed as if no one propeUcd it; the moonlkjhfs 
shimmer <jnd not let her see dearly, and the boat was far from 
shore» but it seemed almost as if there was another f^fure sit- 
ting in the stem, f^uter A faster it glided over the water away, 
away. 8he ran along tbt shore; she came nearer to it. Zbt gar- 
ment she had hdi dose fluttered open; she st r etu bcd out her 
armsy and the moonlight shone on her long* loose hair. 
Chen a voice beside her wMneredt'^aihat is it?** * 
8he cried, ''Olith my blood X bought the best of all gifts for 
him. X have come to bring it himlDe is going from mef 
Che voice whispered softly, **y[cm prayer was answered* Xt has 
occn Hi vcn miiu 
8he cried, ''Olhat is it?** 

Che voice answered, ''Xt is tlMt he m^jht leave you." 
Che girl stood stttt 

0ir out at sea tiM boat was lost to sigfit beyond tl>e moonUght 
sheen. 

Che voice spohc ^^^l^/^J^ tf>^ contented?'' 
ohe said, X am contented. 
Ht f)er feet the waves broke in long ripples softly on the shore. 
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Cbree Dreamd in a Desert 



X tfxvdtd acroee an Hfrktn 
dbifn the oun ebone down IMy* 
Cfecn I drew m]^ horae up under 
a mf moea-irce, and I took the 
eaddle front Mm and left bfm to 

reed amoMf the pardMd DuObes* 

HndaUtortofetand to left etretdMd the thrown 
earth. Hnd I eat down under the tree, hecauee 
the heat heat fkrceW, and all atona the horteon 
the afir throbbed* And after a ti^mU a heai^ 
drowefnese came over me, and X laid m]^ head 
down agafnet my saddle, A X fell aekep thtn* 
Hnd fn my sleep, X had a oirfoue dream* 
X thought X stood on the border of a great 
descry and the sand blew about everywhere* 
Hnd X thought X saw two great f^rures Uhe 
beasts of burden of the draert, and one lay 
upon the sand wftf> Its nedk stretche d ou^ and 
one stood by ft* Hnd X looked curfouslv at the 
one that lay upon the ground, for ft haa a great 
burden on fts badt, and the sand was thidi 
about ft, so that ft seemed to havepfled over ft 
for centuries* 

Hnd X looked very curiously at ft* Hnd there 
stood one beside me watchf ng* Hnd X safd to 
Mm, ''Olhat fs this huge creature who Ifes here 
on the sand?" 



Hnd be eakit **X^i9 to woman; she tiMt bears men in bcr body*** 
Hnd X said, **mhy docs sbe tie bere .motionless t)Ktb the sand 
piled round ber?'' 

Hnd be anstim^ ''Listen, X witt tdt you I Hges and a^es tong 
sbe bas lain bere, and tbe wind bas blown over ber. Cbe oldest; 
oldest, oldest man living bas never seen ber move^ tbe oldest 
oldest boob records tbat sbe lay bere tf)en,as sbe lies bere now, 
witb tbe sand about ber. But listen 1 Older tban tbe oldest book, 
older tban tbe oldest recorded memory of man, on tbe Rcdis of 
Language, on tbe bard4Ndied day of Hndent Customs, now 
crumbling to decay, are found tbe marks of ber footstepsi Side 
by side witb Ms tmo stands beside ber you may trace tbiem; and 
you know tbat sbe wbo now lies tbere once wandered free over 
tbe rodts witb bim*^ 

Hnd X said, ''<aby does sbe lie tbere now?*" 
Hnd be said, ''X take i^ j^^cs ago tbe ^pe-of-dominion-of-mus- 
cular-force found ber, and wben sbe stooped low to give sudtto 
bcr young, and ber badt was broad, be put bto burden of subjec- 
tion on to it, and tied it on witb tbe broad band of XnevitaMe 
ff ecessity. Cben elht looked at tbe eartb and tbe sky, and knew 
tbere was no bope for ber; and sbe lay down on tbe sand witb 
tbe burden sbe could not loosen. €ver sina sbe bas lain bere. 
Hnd d)e ages bave come, and tbe ages bave gone, but tbe band of 
Xnevitable f^ecessity bas not been cuf 
Hnd X looked and saw in bcr eyes tbe terrible patience of tbe 
centuries; and tbe ground was wet witb ber tears, A ber noetrito 
blew up tbe sand* 

Hnd X said, **n»a sbe ever tried to move?" 
Hnd be said, ''Sometimes a limb bas quivered. But sbe to wise; 
sbe knows sbe cannot rise witb tbe burden on bcr.'* 
Hnd X saki, "OUyy does not be wbo stands by ber leave ber and 

S>on?*' 
ndbe said, "De cannot Look ** 

Hnd X saw a broad band passing along tbe ground from one to 
tbe otber, and it bound mmt togetber. . 
De said, "Cdbile tht lies tbere be mi»t stand and look across 
tbe desert." 

Hnd X said, "Does be know vrf>y be cannot move?" 
Hnd be said, "flo." 

Hnd X beard a sound of sometbing cradling, and X locked, and 
it 



I«iw Utt btaid that bound the burden on to bcr badt brdmi 
asunder; and the burden rolled on to the ground, 
Hnd I eafd, ''Olhat to tbto?'' 

Hnd be 8aid» **€he ]^^(e-of-mu8cutar-force to dead. Che Bbe^- 
nervou8-f orce has ftOled bfm wftb the knffe be bdda in bto band; 
A sflently and fnvtofbtybe baa erept upto tbe woman, and with 
tlMt knife of l^^dMnkal Invention be bas eut tbe band tiMt bound 
tbe burden to ber back* Cbe Inevitable ffeceeeit]^ to broken. 8be 
m^jbt riee now.'' 

Hnd I saw tbat sbe still la^r motionless on tbe sand, and witb 
ber eyes open and ber ncdi stretdMd out. Hnd sbe seemed to look 
for somet bi ng on tf)e ^r-off border of tbe desert tbat never 
came. Hnd I wondered if sbe were awake or asleep. Hnd as I 
looked bcr body <|uivered, and a ligfyt came into ber tytB, like 
wf)en a sunbeam breaks into a dark room. 
I said, ""CObat to it?'' 

De wbispered, ^I!hisbl tbe tbougbt bas come to bcr, ^Migbt I 
not rise?'" 

Hnd I looked* Hnd sbe raised ber bead from tiK sand, and I 
saw tbe <knt where ber nedt bad lain so long. Hnd sbe looked 
at tiK earth, and sbe looked at tbe tkpt and flbe looked at him 
wf>o stood by ber: but be looked out across tiK desert 
Hnd I saw her body quiver; and sbe pressed ber front knees to 
the earth, and veins stood out; and I cried, ^8be to o^ng to 
rise!" 

But only ber sides heaved, and she lay still where she was. 
But her bead sbe hdd up; sbe did not lay it down again. Hnd be 
beside me said, ''She to very weak. See, her legs have been crushed 
under her so long." 

Hnd I saw tbe creature struggle; and tbe drops stood out on 
her. 

Hnd I said, ''Surely he who stands beside ber will help her?" 
Hnd he bedde me answered, "l^e cannot help her: she mi»t help 
herself. Let her struggle till sbe to strong* 
Hnd I cried, "Ht Icwt he will not binder herl See, he moves 
farther from ber, and tightens the cord between them, and he 
orags ncr ciown. ^^ 

Hnd he answered, "De does not understand. Qlhen she moves 
sbe draws tiK band that binds them, and hurts him, A he moves 
f artlMT from her. Che day will come when he will understand, 
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and wQl know ivfNit ebe fa doing. Let bcr onee etagger on to bcr 

knees* In tiMt dity ht wttt stand dose to bcr, and look into ber 

(vcs wftb ttympkwy/* 

Hnd she str etclKd her neck, and the drops fctt from ber, Hnd the 

creature rose an fnd> from the eartf> and sank Ixidu 

Hnd X cried, ''Ok, she to too weak: tht cannot tPidkl Cbe long 

years have taken atl ber st r en tfU) from ber. Can tiht mvcr 

move?" 

Hnd be answered me, ''Sec tbe tigbt in ber cjmsI" 

Hnd slowt]^ tbe creatmv staggered on to tts knees. 

Hnd X awMift: and all to tbe east and to tbe west s trctcbe d tbe 

barren cartf>, witf) tbe drj^ busbes on it. Cbe ants ran vp and 

down in tiK red sand, and tf)e hat beat fkndy* X toOked up 

tbrougb tf)e tbin ImmdMS of tf)e tree at tbe blue m overbead. X 

stretdxd myself, and X mused over the dram X nad bad. Hnd 

X felt asleep again, wi^ my bead on my saddle. Hnd in ^ fierce 

beat X bad anotbcr dream. 

X saw a desert and X saw a woman coming out of ft Hnd ebt 

came to tiK bank of a dark river; and tht bank was steep and 

b^ Hnd on it an Old man met ber, wbo bad a long wMte beard; 

and a stick ti>at curled was in bto band, and on it was written 

Reason. Hnd be asked ber wbatsbe wanted; and Sbesaid "Xam 

woman; and X am seeking for tiK land of ftttdouL** 

Hnd be said, "Xt to before you.'' 

Hnd sbe saki, " X see notfying before me but a dark flowing river, 

and a bank steep and Mgb, and cuttings bere A tbere wiA beavy 

sand in tlMm." 

Hnd be said, "Hnd beyond tbat?'' 

8be said, "X see notbiiM, but somet i mes, wben X sbade my eyes 

witb my band, X tiyirtk X see on tf)efurtbcr bank trees and billa» 

and tlK sun sbining on tbeml '^ 

De said, "Cbat to tbe Land of fVecdom." 

8be said, "Dow am X to get tbere?'' 

Ik said, "Cbere to one way, and one onb^ Down tbe banks of 

Labor, tfyrougb tbe water of Suffering. Cbere to no dUttr,** 

Sbe said, "Xs tbere no bridge?'' 

Ik answered, "None." 

Sbe said, "Xs tbe water deep?" 

De said, "Deep." 

Sbe said, "Xs tbe floor worn?" 



Kr Mk^^Xt 18* Tow fbot may etfp at any tfim, and yon may 

be l08t» 

Bbt eaki, **Thv€ any croeeed already?" 

fk 8afci» ''Some Imvc trkdl ** 

Ghe 8afd» '"Istbcre a track to ebow where the best fording to?'' 

De 8afd» ''It bM to be made.'' 

Sbeflbadcd ber eyes wttb ber band; and ebe said, ''I win go." 

Hnd be eaid, ^Tou nwet take off tbe clotbee you wore In tbe 

desert: tbey Mn dnggti down by tbem wbo go Into tbe water 

sodotbed.'^ 

Hnd sbe threw from ber gladly tbe mantle of Hndent-^ecelved- 

op l ii lons sbe wore, for It was worn fun of boles. Hnd sbe took 

tne oirdle from ba> waist tbat sbe bad treasured so 1oim» A tbe 

monbs flew out of ft In a cloud. Hnd be saSd» ''Cake tbe sbocs 

of dependence off your feet." 

End sbe stood tbere naked, but fdr on e wb l t e g ar m ent tba t dung 

dose to ber. 

Aid be «Mld, ''Cbat you may keep. 80 tbey wear dotbes In tbe 

Land of fVeedom.In tbe water ft buoys; It atwavs swims." 

Hnd X saw on tts breast was written Crutf); ana ft was Wbtte; 

tbe sun bad not often sbone on It; tbe od)er dotbes bad covered 

ftup.Hndbesald,''Caketbtostlck; bold ft fast Xn tbat day 

wben ft slips from your band you are lost put It down before 

you; feel your way: where It cannot find a bottom do not set 

your foot" 

nnd sbe said, ''X am ready; let me go." 

Hnd be said, ''flo-but stay; what to tbat— In your breast?" 

She was silent 

Re said, ''Open tt, and let me sec" 

Aid sbe opened It Hnd against ber breast was a tfnv thing, who 

drank from It, and tbe yellow cuHs above hto forehead pressed 

against It; and hto knees were drawn up to ber, and be bdd ber 

breast fast with hto bands. 

Hnd Reason said, "CObo to he, and what to be doing here?" 

Hnd sbe said, "dee hto llttU wings ^" 

Hnd Reason said, "put Mm down." 
Hnd sbe said, "Ik to asleep, and he to drlrtklngl X win carry 
him to tbe Land of fVeedom. De has been a child so long, so 
long, X have carried Mm. Xn the Land of fifttdem be wHl be a 
man. QU wUl walk together there, and hto great white wings 
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wUt ovcralMdow im.lklM8 tfepcd one word oilfjr to me fn tlie 
(k8crt~'f>a80ioiil' X bavc dreamed be mfglit Uarn to 9»y 
'fHdidSbfp tn tiMt uhmL 
Aid Reason 8afcl» ''put bfm down I '^ 

Hnd ebe eafdt " I wut carry Mm 80-^wfd) one arm, and wftf> the 
otber X wHl fight the water.'' 

Ik 9afd, ** Lay bfm down on the groinNt ODben von are fn the 
water you wftt forgfct to ffght, you wfU think onbr of f)fm* Ltiy 
him down.** Jk eafdi, "Ik wilt not die. IfllMn he nnde you haw 
left him alone he witt open hte wings and fly. Ik will htintht 
Land of fNcdom before vou* t%ose who read) the Land of 
IVeedonv the first hand they see s tretc hin g down the hanlt to 
nelp ttrnn tMX ht Lov^s. Ik will he a man then, not a diild. Xn 
your Intast he cannot thriw; put hfm down that lie may grow." 
Hnd she took her iMsom from his mouth, A he t»it her, so tint 
ti)e blood ran down on to tl>e ground. Aid sfM laid l>im down on 
ti)e earth; and she covered her wound. Hnd d)e bent and strolwd 
his wings. Hnd X saw ti)e hair on her fordMad turned wi>lte as 
snow, and the had ciMngcd from youth to age. 
Hnd she stood far off on the iMnIt of the riwr. Hnd she said, 
" fW wfNit do X go to this for land wf)id> no one Ims ever readMdr 
Oh, X am atonel X am utterly atonel" 
Hnd Reason, tint old man Mid to her, "^lencel what do you 
hear?" 

Hnd she listened intently, and she sakl, "X hear a sound of feet; 
a thousand times ten tl)oiisaiid and thousands of tlmisands, A 
they beat this way 1" 

Ik said, "Chey are the feet of those that Shall follow you. 
Lead onl make a track to the water's edgel Qlhere you stand 
now, the ground will be beaten flat by ten thousand times ten 
thousand feet" Hnd he saki, ''Ikve you seen ti>e locusts how 
th^ cross a stream? first one comes down to the water-edge, 
and it is swept away, and thtn another comes and tfMn aiiotf>er, 
and tl)en another, and at last with tf)dr bodies piled up a brfalge 
is built and the rest pass over." 

8he said, "Hnd of those that come first some 9n swept awav, 
and are Inard of no more; their bodies do not even build the 
bridge?" 

"Hnd are swept away, and are heard of no m ore tend what of 
that?" he said. 
s6 



"BnA ivfNit cf thait— " she Mid. "Zhty make a track to tbc 
watcr^e cdM*'' 

"Vlny muu a track to the water's edge ** Hud she sakl, 

"Over that hrk^ whld> shall he hullt wfti> our hodles, who 

waipass?'' 

De saldt ''Che entire human race." 

Hnd tl)e woman grasped her staff. 

Hnd I saw her turn aown that dark pati) to the river. 

Hnd I awolte; and all ahout me was tlK yellow afternoon l%lyt: 

the sinking sun lit up the fingers of the milk hushes; and my 

horse stood hy me quietly feeding. Hndl turned on my sideband 

I waAdMd tf)e ants run hy tlmisands in tlie red sand. I thcwght 

X would go on my way now— the afternoon was cooler. t!3)en a 

drowsiness crept over me again, and I laid hadt my head and 

fell asleep. 

Hnd X dreamed a dream. 

X dreamed X saw a land. JinA on Hh hills walked hrave women 

and hrave men» hand in hand. Hnd they looked into ead> odor's 

cyes» and they were not afraid. 

Hnd X saw the women also hold each odier's hands. 

Hnd X said to him heside me, '"COhat place is this?"* 

BnA he said, ''Chis is heaven." 

Hnd X said, ''Qlhere is it?" 

Hnd he answered, ''On eartfK" 

Hnd X said, "Olhen shall these things he?" 

Hnd he answered, "Xn the ^iture." 

Hnd X awoke, and all ahout me was the sunset light; and on 

tf)e tow hills tf)e sun lay, and a delicious coolness had crept over 

ev er y U)i ng; and the ants were g^ng slowly home. Hnd X walked 

towards my horse, who stood qmetly feeding. Chen the sun 

passed down hefHnd the hilts; hut X knew that the neiet day he 

would arise again. 
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H Dream of VJiXd Bees 




|)WOCneR att aloiK at an open window. 
Cbrougb ft came the voins oT tM cMMrcn ae 
tbey pUmd undtr the acacia-trec8, A the brtatb 
of the net afternoon afr. In and out of the 
room flew the bees, the wild bees, with Uxir 
legs ]>ellow with pollen, going to A from the 
acacia-trees, droning all nx while. 8bc sat on 

, !)a low chair before the tabU and darned. She 

tooh her worh from the great basket that stood before her on 
the table: some lay on Mr knee and half covered the book that 
rested there. 8he w a t ch ed the needle go in and out; and the dreary 
bum of the bees and the noise of the children's voices became a 
confused murmur in her cars, as she worked slowly and more 
slowly. Chen the bees, the long-legged wass4ike fellows who 
make no honey, flew closer and doscr to her bead, droning. Chen 
she grew more and more drowsy, and she laid her band, with 
the stocking over it, on the edge of the table, and leaned her head 
upon it Hnd the voices of the children outside grew more and 
more dreamy, came now far, now near; then she did not hear 
them, but she felt under her heart where the ninth child lay. Bent 
forward and sleeping there, with the bees flying about her bead, 
she bada weird brain-picture; she thought the bees lengthened A 
lengthened themselves out and became human creatures and 
moved round and round her. Chen one came to her softly, say^ 
ing. "lUt me lay my band upon thy skle where the child sleeps. 
If I shall touch him be shall be as I." 
She asked, "Olho are you?" 

Hnd be said, "I am Realtb. Olbom I touch will have always 
the red blood dancing in his veins; he will not know weariness 
nor pain; life will be a long laugh to htm." 
"Jio," said another, "let me touch; for I am Olealth. If I touch 
him material care shall not feed on him. He shall live on the 
blood and sinews of his fellow-men, if he will ; and what his eye 
bisls for, his hand will have. He shall not know ' I want' " 9nd 
the child by still like lead. 

Uni another said, "Let me touch him: I am f^me. Che man I 
toud), I l«ul to a high hill where all men may see Mm. Qlhen he 
dies he is not forgotten, Ms name rings down the centuries, each 
echoes it on to bis fellows. Oiinh— not to be forgotten through 
theagcsl" 



tf)c]f fNV88cd closer to her* 

^L€timto»cfc the cWdy^ said CMC, 

Mm be sImII vot walk tfwoM^ life aloM» Iii tbc greatest datfi^ 

wDcn pe fiviB cmc ras inpki pc srau ruH anociier mail vy lu 

mben the world fs agadast btov another aiiall say, ^Y^v ^ 

X» nndthe clwd twiiddedi 

But another pressed dose and said, ^Let me tond); for I am 

Calent» X can do all things — that haw been done before* X tood> 

the soldier, the statesman, the thiidKr, and the politician who 

succeed; and the writer Wi)0 is never before his tlm^ and never 

behind it XT X touch the chad he shaU not weep for faHnre.'' 

/10Oln TDC mOOKr 8 MM IDC OCCS WCrC TlTing^ HNMNns WT WIID 

thdr long tapcrfng tbiibe; and fn ber brafni3ktiirc» out of tiK 
bInkIow w tbc room came one wftf> eallow ncc» <lcqp4fncd» tl)c 
cfMdw drawn fnto l)oUowa» and a moirtf) emilins o nt Tcr h ig l y* 
Ik strctdMd ont l>fe band. Aid tiK moClKr drew bM^ and crkci, 
'^ Qlbo arc you?" Ik answered notbfng; and d)c looked up between 
bte eyelklo. Hnd ebe said. "Olbat canyou gfiw tbe ebttd— bealtb?" 
Hnd be 8afd» "Cbe man I tsmA, tbere kmIms upfn Ms Hood a 
burning fever, tbat ebatl tidt bis blood ae fire* Gbe fever tbotX 
will give Mm ebati be cured wImi bis life ie cured*** 
**yi9a give weattb?** 

De ebook bis bead* ''Cbe man wf)om X toucb, wben be bends to 
l>idt up gold, be sees suddenly a lfa|bt <!'9vt bis bead in tbe flliy; 
wbilc be looRS up to see it, tbe gola sites from between Ms fin- 
gers, or somet i mes anoCber passing tams ft from tbem." 
^f^mie?'' 

Ik answered, ''Likely not. f&t tbe man X toud> tbere is a patb 
traced out in tbe sand by a fitMcr wMcb no man sees. Cbat be 
must follow. 8omedmes it leacb almost to tbe tof^ and tben 
turns down suddenly into tbc valley. Ik must fbllow i^ tbougb 
none else sees tbe tracing.'* 
''Love?'* 

Ik said, "Ik sball bunger for ft— but be Sball not find itlOben 
be stretebes out bis arms to ft, and would lay bis Inart against 
a tbing be loves, tben, far off aloiM tbe borizon Ik sImII see a 
ligbt play. Ik must go towards it. Cbe ti>ing be loves wilt not 
loumey witb bim; be must travel alone. COben be presses somc- 
wbat to bis burning beart, crying, 'ffine, mine, my ownl' be 
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«IniU bear a voice— ' Renounce I renounce! this to notthfnef' 

**Tk ebatt succeed?'' 

Tk 9afcl» **1i€ ebatl faft COhen he rune wttb others fhej^ ebatl 

reach the goal before bfm. fotr strange voices shall call to Mm 

and strange l^jhts shall bedRon Mm, and he must waft AUsten* 

Hnd this wall be the strangest ; ^r off across the burning sands 

where, to other men, tiKre is only the deserf s waste, he ^U 

see a blue seal On that sea the sun shines alwavs, and the water 

is blue as burning amethjrat, and the foam is wMte on tlK shore. 

H great land rises from i^ and he shall see upon tf)e mountainn 

tops burning goUL** 

Che motf)er said, **fk shall reach it?** 

Hnd he smiled curiously* 

8he said, ''Is it real?** 

Hnd he said, "lObat is real?** 

Hnd she loolied up between his half -closed eyelids, and said, 

"Couch." 

Hnd he leaned forward and laid his hand upon the sleeper, and 

wfyispered to it, smiling; and this only she heard— "t^ shall 

be thy reward— that the ideal shall be real to thee." 

Hnd tht dyild trembled; but the mother slept on heavily and her 

brain-picture vanished. But duo within her the antenatal tMng 

thatt lay here had a dream* Xn those eyes that had never seen the 

day, in tltat half -shaped brain was a sensation of light! Light— 

Imt it had never seen. Liglyt— ^that pcrlMps it never Should see. 

Li^— that oeisted somewhere! 

Hnd already it had its reward; the Ideal was real to it. 
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In a Ruined Cbapel 





a 
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ilnSRe are four bare walta; there (s a Cbrbt 
1 upon the walls, in red, carnrtng bfs cross; 
there is a Blessed Bambino wttb tiK face 
rubbed out; there is Madonna in blue and red; 
there are Roman soldiers and a Christ with 
tied hands. Hll the roof is gone; overhead is 
the blue, blue Italian sity ; Ihe rain has beaten 

y boles in tfx walls, and ttie plaster is peeling 

from it. Che Chapel etands here alone upon the promo n t o ry, and 
by day and by Mght the sea breaks at its f eeb Some say that it 
was set here by the monlts from the island down below, that 
they might brii^ their sick here in times of deadly plague. 8ome 
say that it was set here that the passing monks and friars, as 
they hurried by upon the roadway, miefbt stop and say their 
prayers here. How no one stops to pray here, and the sick come 
no more to be healed. 

BcMnd it runs the old Roman road. If you climb it and come 
and sit there alone on a hot surniy day you may almost hear at 
last the clink of the Roman soldiers inon the nvement, and the 
sound of that older time, as you sit there in the sun, when Ran- 
nibal & Ms men broke through the brushwood, and no road was. 
Now it is very quiet. Sometimes a peasant girl comes riding by 
between her panniers, and jrau hear the mules feet beat upon the 
bricks of the pavement; sometimes an old woman goes past 
with a bundle of weeds upon her head, or a brigand-looking man 
hurries by with a bundle of sticks in his hand; but for the rest 
the Chapel lies here alone upon the promontory, between thetwo 
bays, and hears the sea break at its feet 
I came here one winter's day when the midday sun shone hot on 
the brkks of the Roman read. I was weary, and the way seemed 
8teep.I walked into the Chapelto the broken window, A looked 
out across the bay. fxe off, across the blue, blue water, were 
towns and villaots, banging white and red dots, upon the moun- 
tainsides, and wt blue mountains rose up into the shy, and now 
stood out from it and now melted back again. 
Che mountains seemed calling to me, but I knew there would 
never be a bridge built from them to me; never, never, neverl I 
shaded my eyes with my land and turned away. I could not bear 
to look at them. 

X walked through the mined CbapeU and looked at the Christ in 
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nd cairyfaig hte croee» and tfK BUaacd niMwd-out BaniHiiOr 
the Roman eoldicrsr and the folded bands, and the reed; and X 
went and oat down in tht open pord> upon a stone. Ht my feet 
was tht smatt bay, wftb its wbfte vow of bouses buried among 
tin Olf^ trees; tbe water broke in a long, tbtn, wbfte Une of foam 
atoiM tbe sbore; and I leaned my elbows on my fme». I was 
tfretC very tfred; ttred wftb a tfredness that seemed older tban 
tbe beat of Iht day and tbt sbf nf ng of ttn sun on tbe brfdw of 
tbt Roman road; and X lav my bMd upon my fcnees; Xbeardtbe 
breakfng of tbe water on tbe rodts tbree bundredfeet below,and 
tbe rustling of tlK wfnd among tbe olf v»4rces and tbe rutocd 
ardMS, and tben X felt asleep tbere. X bad a dream. 
H man cried up to 6od, and 6od sent down an angel to belp 
Mm; and tbe angel came badi and said, ''X cannot belp Ibat 
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eod said, ""Row fs ft wftb Mm?** 

Hnd tbe angel safd, ^fUe cries out contfnually tf)at one bas figured 

bfm; and be would forgfve bfm and be cannot.** 

God safd, ''mbat bave you done for bfm?** 

Cbe ansel safd, **MXX * X took bfm by tbe band, and X said, 

'8ee, tmen otf)er men speak f II of tbat man, do you speak well of 
bim; secretly, fn ways be sball not know, serve Mm; ff you bave 
anya>fng you value sbare ft wftb Mm, so^ scrvfng Mm, you wlU 
at last come to fed possession fn Mm, Ayou wfll forgive.' Hnd 
be said, 'X wfll do ft.* Hfterwards, as X passed by fn tbe dark 
of v^jnt, X beard one cryfng ou^'X bave done alt Xt betes notb- 
fngi fay speaMng wdl of Mm belps me nod>fngl Xf X slNire my 
beart*s blood wftb bfm, fs tbe bumf im wftbfn me less? Xcannot 
forgive; X cannot forafvel Ob, God, X cannot forgfvel' 
''X safd to Mm, '8ec bere, look back on all your |Mst 8ec from 
your cMldbood all smallncss, all fndfrectness tbat bas been 
yours; look well at ft, and fn ftslfgM do you not see everv man 
your brotber? Hre you so sfnless you bave rigM to bate?' 
**fk looked, and safd, *Yt», you are rigbt; X too bave faffed, and 
X forgive my fellow* 60, X am satfsffed; X bave forgfvcn;' and 
be laid Mm down peacefully and folded Ms iMndson Ms breast^ 
and X tbougfyt ft was well wftb Mm. But scarcely bad my wfngs 
rustled and X turned to come up bere, wben X beard one cryfng 
out on eartbagafn,' Xcannot forgfvel X cannot forafvel Ob, God, 
God,Xcannot foi^gfvel Xt fs better to die tban to bate! X cannot 



forsfvcl X cannot forafTcI' Hnd X tvcnt and stood outefdc fete 
door (n tht darfi,andXf)cavd Mm cry/X baTC notefnncd so, not 
8oI Xf X haiM torn my fcllow^sftcebcveroolftttCyXha^ftmeUd 
down and kiaecd the wound wfth my mouth till ft wae beaUd. X 
have not wtlUd that any soul eboutd be toot through hate of me* 
Xf tbty haTC hut fancied that X wrong ed them X MTelafn on the 
ground before them tixit they might tread on me, and oo, eeefng 
my humiliation, f orgiipe and not be toet through bating me; they 
hxvt not cared that my eoul should be tost; thev ba^ not willed 
to exvt me; they ha^ not tried that X should forgive themi' 
" X said to him, ' 8ee here, be thou content; do not forgi^: for- 
get this soul and its fn|ury; go on your way. Xn the nejct world 

perhaps * 

"lit cried, '60 from me, you understand nothingi COhat is the 

noet world to mel X am lost now, to<lay* X cannot see the sun- 

ligiht shine, the dust is in my throat, the sand is in my eyesl 

60 from me, you know nothinal Oh, once again before X die to 

sec that the world is beautiful! Oh, 6od, 6od,X cannot Utc and 

not love. X cannot live and hate. Oh, God, God, Oodl' 80 X left 

him Cluing out and came badt here." 

6od said, ^CMs man's soul must be saved." 

Hnd the angel said, ""Row?" 

6od said, ^^60 down you, and save it." 

Che angel said, ^dhat more shall X do?" 

Chen 6od bent down and whispered in the angel's ear, and the 

angel spread out Its wings and went down to earth. 

Snd partly X woke, sitting there upon the broken stone witi) my 

head on my fmee ; but X was too weary to rise. X heard the wind 

roam through tlK olive trees and among the ruined ardMS, and 

then X slept again. 

Che angel went down and found tht man with tht bitter heart 

and took him by the hand, and led him to a certain spot. 

ff ow tiK man wist not where ft was the angel would take him 

nor wfMt he would show him titere. Hnd when they came tiK 

angel shaded tht man's eyes wfH) his wing, and wIku he moved 

ft tht man saw somewhat on tht earth before thtnu four 6od 

had given ft to tl)at angd to unclothe a human soul; to take from 

ft aU those outward attributes of form, and color, and age, and 

8^ w he r eb y one man is known from among his fellows and 

is marked off from the rest, and the soul lay before them, bare. 



as a man turnfng Ms eye inwards beholds Mnwdf <^ CfMysaw 
tts iMst; fts cMldhood, the tfny Uf < with ttn dew upon ft; ttny 
saw tts youth when the dew was m4tf ng, A the creature raised 
its Lilliputian mouth to drink from a cup too targe for it, and 
they saw how the water spilt; they saw its hopes that were 
never realized; tf)ey saw its hours of intellectual blindness, 
men call sin; thty saw its hours of all-radiating insight; wf)ich 
men call righteousness; they saw its hour of strengm, when tt 
leaped to its feet crying, '^I am omnipotent;'' its hour of weak- 
ness, when it fell to the earth and grasped dust only; they saw 
What it might haipe been, but never would be* 
Che man bent forward. 
Hnd the angel said, ''mbat is tt?** 

Re answered, ''It is XI it is myself I'' Hnd he went forward as 
if he would have tain his heart against tt; but the anget held him 
badt and covered his eyes* 

flow 6od had given power to the angel furthtr to undotiie that 
soul, to take from tt all those outward attributes of time and 
place and circumstance whereby the individual Uf e is maiM 
off from the life of the whole* 

^F^ theaiMjel uncovered tbt man's eyes, and he looked* De saw 
l>cf ore him that which in its tiny drop reflects the whole uni- 
verse; he saw thxt which marks witMn itself the step of the 
furthest star, and tells how the crystal grows under ground 
where no eye has seen it; that whid> is where the germ in the 
egg stirs ; whid> moves the o u t s tretched fingers of the little 
nevMMm babe, and keeps the leaves of the trees pointing up- 
ward; which moves where the jetly-fieh sail atone on the sunny 
seas, and is where the tidwns form on the mountains' rodis. 
And the man looked* 
Hnd the angel toudMd him* 

But the man bowed his head and shuddered* Re wlrt s pered 
''Itiseodl" 

Hnd the anget re-covered tin man's eyes. Hnd when he uncovered 
them there was one walking from them a tittle way off ;— fbr 
the angel had re«lothed the soul in its outward form and vest- 
ure—and the man knew who tt was* 
Hnd the anget said, ''Do vou know Mm?" 
Hnd the man said, "X know Mm," and he looked after the 
f^jure* 
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Hnd tht angri oafid* **1h:v€ yen fdrg t ^nn bfm?" 

But the man oaid, **n0W bcairtffiil my brother tol ** 

Hnd tbcatigel looked fnto the man's cycsr atid he elMdcd Ms own 

tMt€ wfth me wing from the l^fht Re laughed eoftly and went 

S»to6od. 
lit the men were togetfwr on cartf)* 
XawdNe. 

Che hlue, blue elty wae over my head* and the waves were 
breaking betow on the shore. X walked through the little chapel» 
and X sawthe l^Iadomuin blueand red, and the Christ carnmig 
l>is cross, and the Roman soldiers wiH) the rod, and tf)e BlMsed 
Bambino with its broken face; and then X walked down the 
sloping rodi to the bridt patlnvay* Che olive trees stood up on 
^mer side of the roadt ^^^ bUdu berries and pale green Imvcs 
stood out against the sky; and tf)e little ieei>iants hung from 
tht crevices in the stone wait Xt seemed to me as if it must 
have rained wlHle X was asleep. X thought X had never seen the 
heavens and the earth look so beautiful before. X walked down 
1^ road. Che old, old, old tiredness was gone, 
presently there came a peasant boy down ttit path leading his 
ass; he had two large panniers fastened to her sides, and ttiey 
went down the road before me. 

X had never seen him before; but X should have liked to walk 
Ify him and to have hdd hte hand— -only, he would not have 
known why. 
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Cbe Hrtist'o Secret 
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•eRe was an arttet once, and b« painted a 
picture Otixr aittote bad colors richer and 
rarer, and painted more notable pictures. IV 
painted bis witb one color, there was a won- 
derful red glow on it; and the people went up 
and down, swing, "Bb lOu the picture, we 
lihe the glow. 

Cbc other artists eame and saiiL "CObere does 

K set hie color from ?" Chc)» aslied him; and be smiled and 
said, "I cannot tell you; " and worlied on with Ms bead bent tow. 
Hnd one went to tiM far Sast and bought taetly pigments, and 
made a rare color A painted, but after a time tlic picture faded. 
Hnott)er read in the old books, and made a color rich and rare, 
but when Ik l>ad put it on the picture it was dead. 
But the artist painted on. Hlwa^m the woriigot redder and red- 
der, and the artist grew whiter and whiter. Bt last one day they 
found l>im dead liefore bis picture, and they took him up to bury 
him. Cbc other men loolted about in alt the pots and crucibles, 
but thn found nodting they bad not. 

Hnd when tlwy undressed bim to put Ms grave-clothes on Mm, 
they found above his left breast tiK marli of a wound— it was 
an old, old wound, that must have been there all his life, for the 
edoes were old and lurdcned; but Death, who seals all tMngs, 
Ind drawn the edges tMether, and closed it up. 
Hnd they buried Mm. Hnd still the people went about saying, 
"OOKrc did be find his color from?^ 
Hnd it came to pass tint after a wiiite the artist was forgotten 
the wont lived. 
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X Cbougbt X Stood 
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ncnoaeRC I stood tn ncrm bttart 0et» 
throne and 0od aaiud inc what I had come 
fer.t eaUIhad come to arraign my brother, 
|Waa 

eod said, "Blbat has he done?" 
I eatd, " Dc has taken my sister, Qlomati, and 
Ins stricken her, and wounded her, and timist 
, Lher out into the streets; she ties there pros- 
trate. His bands are red with blood. I am here to arraign him; 
that the kingdom be taken from Mm, because he is not worthy, 
and given unto me. ^y hands are pure." 
Ishowedthem. 

Sod said, "Cby hands are pure— Lift up Hn robe." 
I raised it; my feet were nd, blood-red, as if I had trodden in 
wine. 

eod said, 'Row is this?" 

I said, "Dear Lord, tiK streets on earth are full of mire. If I 
should walk straight on in them, my outer robe might be be- 
seotted: you see how white it isl Cherefore I pick my way." 
eod said, "On what?" 

I was sOent, and I let my robe falL I w r ap ped my mantle 
about my head. I went out softly. I was afraid that the angels 
would s ee me. 

, [C6 more I stood at the gate of Heaven, I and another. 
Qb held fast by one another; we were very tired. Bk 

looked up at the great gates; the angels opened them, and 

we went in. Che mud was on our garments. Ble walked across 
tiM marble floor, and up to the great throne. Chen the angels 
divided us. Der, tixy set upon the top step, but me, upon the 
bottom; for, tl>ey said, "iMt time this woman came here she 
left nd foot-marks on the floor; we had to wash them out with 
our tears. Let her not go up." 

Chen she, with whom I eame, looked back, and s tretched out her 
hand to me; and I went and stood beside her. Hnd the angels, 
thqv the shining ones who never sinned and never suffered, 
walked by us to and fro and up and down; I think we should 
Inivc felt a little lonely there it' it had not been for one another; 
the angels were so brteht. 

eod ashed me what I bad come for; and I drew my sister for- 
ward a little that he mi(^ sm her. 
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6od mU, **1ieiw to ft you an f)erc together t>4xy}** 
X 9Aid,**eh€ was upon the ground fn the street; and tbeypaeeed 
over ber : X lay down by oer, and she fwt ber arms aroimd my 
nedt, and 90 X Iffted ber» and we two rose togetf)er.'' 
6od eafd, ^Cnbom are you now come to accuee before me?** 
X oafd, ''QU are come to acone no man.** 
Hnd God bent and safd, ''^ly cbfldren-^wbat to fttbat ye eeeli?'' 
Hnd ebe besfde me drew my band that X sboutd epeab for boti>» 
X eakit **VnU bave come to aeli tiwt tbou sbouktot speak to )Wan, 
our brotber^ and give ue a meew^ for bfmtbat be m^fbt under- 
stand, and tbat be mtobt ** 

God sakl, ''Go, take the mesm^ down to bfm!'' 

X saki, ''But wbat to tbe message?'' 

God sa&l, ''Cbon your hearts ft to wrftten; take ft down to 

bfm.'' 

Hnd we turned to go; tbe angeto went wfib us to the door« Owy 

looked at us. 

Hnd one safd, ''Hyl but thefr dresses are beautffutl'' 

Hnd tht other safd, ''X tixNigbt ft was mfre when they came fn, 

but see, ft to att goldeni'' 

But another saf(C ''I'usb, ft to the tfgbt from thefr faccsl'' 

Hnd we went down to hfm* 
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Cbe Suntigbt Lay Hcross f/ly Bed 



\ the dark one nigbt I Uiy upon 

I my bed. X beard the policeman'e 

I feet beat on the pavement; X 

I beard the whcele of carriages roll 

borne from bouses of entertain- 

II ment; I beard a woman's laugb 

J window and tben X fell asleep. 

I Hnd in tbe dark X dreamt a dream. X dreamt | 

1 6od tooh my soul to ThXt 

I Hell was a fair place; the water of the lahe I 

I was btnc* 

I I mU to eod, "I IOk tWs plact.'' 
I eod niU, "Hy, deet thour 
I BMs eang, turf came to tht watcr-cdgc, and I 

I treta grew from <t Hmy off among tbt tras 

I I saw beautiful women waUrfng. Chctr ctotfcta 
I were of maiq* deticale colors A dung to tbem, 
I and tb» were talt and graceful and had yellow 
I hair. CiKir robes trailed over the grass. Cbc]> 

I glided in and out among the trees, and over 
Itfeeirbeads hung jiellow fruit IOk Urge pears 
■ of melted gold. 

I I said, "It Is very fair; I would go up and 
Itastetlw— — " 
|eodsald,''aiait'' 
I Hnd after a wi>ile I noticed a very fair woman 
I pass: she locked tlHs way and that, and drew 



• •• 

down a l>raiid>, and tt Mcimd she kfeecd tiM fruit upon ft softty, 
and went on her wty,Arh€r drcee made no ruetle as ebe paooed 
over tht grass. Hnd xthm X saw her no more, from among ^ 
stems came another woman fair as She had been, fn a detkate 
tinted robe; she toofud this way and tiwt QOheni^ saw no one 
there, she drew down tht fruf^ and when she had toohed over ft 
to ff nd a place, She put her moutf> to ft softtv, and went away. 
Hnd X saw other and other women com^ mamng no n^se, and 
they atfdcd aws|y also over tht grass* 
Hnd X said to 0odt '"COhat are they doing?** 
6od said, ^Chey are poisoning.** 
Hnd X said, ''Row?** 

God said, ''Chey touch it with their tips; when they haw made 
a tiny wound fn ft wfth thcfr foreteeth, they set fn ft that which 
fs under their tongues: they dose it witfy tfieir tip— that no man 
may see the ptace— «nd pass on.** 
X said to 0od, **Why do tf)ey do ft?** 
6od said, ''Chat another may not cat.** 
X said to 6od,''But if theypofson att, tfrni none dare cat; what 
do they gain?** 
6od said, ""frothing.** 

X said, ^'Hre they not afraid thty themsetves may Wte where 
another has Wtten?** 

6od said, '' Chey are afraid. Xn Rett alt men fear.** 
Tk catted me furdier. Hnd the water of tht lalie seemed less 
blue. 

Chen, to the right among the trees were men worftfMf. Hnd X 
said to 6od,''X should tike to go and worh with theni. IMlmust 
he a yery fruitful place, tht grass is so green.** 
6od said, ''fiodying grows in the garden ttny are makiiw.** 
CDe stood looking; and X saw them worfiing among the bushes, 
<llggln9 holes, but in them they set notl)ing; and imttn they InuI 
cbvtred thtm with sticks andearth,each wenta way off and sat 
behind the bushes watd)ing; and X noticed ^t as ead> walked 
he set his foot down carefully, looking xthtn he trod. X said to 
0od, **Whxt are they doing? 

eod said, ''^lakkig pitfalls into which their fellows may sirik.** 
X said to 0od, ''^y do they do it?** 

6od said, ''Because ead> tirfnks that when his lyrother falls he 
wilt rise.** 
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lMklfe6od»''IV>wwmf)crf8C?''eodM{d»''IVwatiiotrtoc'' 

Hnd X saw t^cfr cyee gUam from bchf nd the buefxe* 

I eaki to eod, **Brtthta€ men sane?'' 

6od eafd, ''Cbcy arc not oam; there fs no sane man fn TML** 

Hnd he told me to come further* 

Hnd X l o ohed where X trod* 

Hnd wt came trf)ere Dell opened fnto a plain, and a great house 

stood there* JHzrloU pttlars upheld tht roof, and white marhle 

steps ted up to It. Che wind of heaven hkw trough ft Only at 

the hocfc hung a ttMt curtain* f^ir men and women there feasted 

at long tal>l«B* Chey danced, and X saw tht rchtB of women 

flutter fn the af r and heard the laugh of strong men* QOhat they 

feasted with was wine; thejr drew it from larae fars wMch stood 

somewhat fn tht had^iround, and X saw the wine sparkle as 

th€9 drew it» 

Hnd X said to 6od* ''X should like to go up and drirfk*'' Hnd 

6od said, ''QIait'' Hnd X saw men coming into the Banquet 

Roose; thejr came In from tht hack and liftod the comer of tht 

curtain at tibe sides and crept in qukkly; and they let the curtain 

^U hdrfnd thtm; they hore great fars they coutd hardly carry* 

Hnd tht men and women crowded round them, and tht nev^ 

comers opened their jars and gave them of the wine to drfnk; 

and X saw that the women drank even more grecditv than tht 

men* Hnd when others had well drunken they set tiK ^rs among 

tht Old ones beside the wall, and took their places at the table* 

Hnd X saw that some of the fars were very old and mildewed 

and dusty, but others had still drops of new must on them and 

shone from the furnace* 

Hnd X said to eod, ''dhat isthat?'' f»r amid the sound of the 

sfngfng, and over the dancing of feet, A over the laughing across 

tht wine<nps X heard a cry* 

Hnd eod said, ''Stand a way off*" 

Hnd he took me where X saw both sides of tht curtain* Bdrtnd 

the house was the winepress wf)ere the wine was made. X saw 

the grapes crushed, and I heard them cry* X said, ''Do not they 

on the other side hear it?'' 

eod said, "Che curtain is thick; they are feasting." 

Hnd X said, "But tht men who came in last. Chey saw?" 

eod said, " Chey letthecurtain fallbehind them->A they forget I " 

X said, "Dow came they by their fars of wine?" 
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6ocl 6akl» ''III the treafdfng of the prta» tfM8c an l6cj^ wl)o dnm 

to the top; tbcy hxvt cUmbcd out over the edge, and filled tlMfr 

kre from betow, and have gone into tht honmt*** 

Hnd 1 8a{d» ''Hnd if tf)ey iMd fallen aa they dimbcd?'' 

God eaid, ""Chey had heen wine." 

X etood a way off watd>ing in tiK 8un8hine» and X shivered. 

6od lav in the eunehine watching, too. 

Chen tmreroee one among tiiefeagters, who said, **]ffyhrethreii» 

letueisrayl'' 

Hnd all the men and women rose: and strong men bowed their 

iMads, and moHnr s folded their little d>ildreir s hands together , 

and turned their faces upwards, to ti)e roof. Hnd he who first 

had risen stood at the table head, and str e tched out both Ms 

hands, and his beard was long and white, and his sleeves A Ms 

beard had been dipped in wine; and because the sleeves were wide 

and full they heul mud> wine, and it dropped down upon the 

floor. 

Hnd he cried, **}fly b rot h ers and my sisters, let us pravl*' 

Hnd all the men and women answered, ^Let us pray.'' 

He cried, **foit this fair banquet-house we tbank thee. Lord.'' 

Hnd all tiK men and women said, **^0U thank thee. Lord." 

''Chine is this house, dear Lord." 

''Chine is this house." 

**fCfit us hast thou made it" 

"f^us." 

"Oh, fill our |ars witf> wine, dear Lord." 

"Our |ars with wine." 

"Give peace and plenty in our time, dear Lord." 

"peace and plenty in our time" X said to 6od,"aihom is it 

they are talking to?" God said, "Do X know whom they sp^ 

of?" Hnd X saw they were looking up at ^ roof; but out in 

the sunshine, God lay. 

"-— dearLordl" 

"Dear Lord." 

" Our children's children. Lord, shall rise and call thee blessed." 

"Our children's children. Lord/* X said to God, "Che grapes 

are crying!" God said, "dtaUX hear them" ^"shall call^ 

blessed." 

"8hall call thee blessed." 
"f>our forth more wine upon us. Lord." 
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Chen men and tveimn sat down and tht f cast iwcnt on. Hnd 
mothere pound out wf m and fed tbcfr tfttU chttdrcn wfth ft» 
and men held up tht eup to tvomen'e t{p6 and ericd, ''Beloved! 
drinks'' and tvomen fitted tbefr tovera' ftagons and hetd them 

39; and ytt the f eaet went on* 
nd after a ti^htte X toofted, and X saw the curtain that hung 
hdrfnd tiw house movtng* 
X eafd to 0od, ne ft a wind?" 
6od8a{d»''Hwfnd.'' 

Hnd ft 8«nmd to me that amfnst the curtaf n X saw pressed the 
forms of men and women. Hnd after a wf>fle the feasters saw 
fit move, and they whfsperedt one to another. Chen some rose and 
fl a ti)ered the most worn-out cups, and fnto them thev put what 
was teft at the t»ottom of other vessels. ]ff otf)ers wmmered to 
thdr chftdren, **Do not drfnk att, save a tfttte drop when you 
fiave drui4t.^ Hnd when thty f)ad cottected att the dregs they 
stfpped the cups out under the f)Ottom of the curtefn wfti)Out 
Ifftf na ft Hfter a white the curtafn teft off moving. 
X said to eod, ''Row fs ft so qufet?'' 
Re safd, They have gone away to drinit If 
X safd, ''Chey drinh it-their ownl'' 

0od said, ''Xt comes from this side of the curtain, and they are 
very tfjirsty.*' 

Chen the feast went on, and after a wf>lte X saw a smatt, white 
band slipped In hetow the curtain's edge atong the floor; and it 
motioned towards the wine |ars. 
Hnd X said to €k)d, **mhy is that hand so bloodless?" 
Hnd €lod said, ''Xt is a winei>ressed hand.** 
Hnd men saw ft and started to their feet; and women cried, and 
ran to the great wine fars, and threw thdr arms around them, 
and cried, 'MDurs, our own, our belovedl'' and twined their long 
hair about them. 

Xsaid to 0od, ''dhy are they frightenedof that one smatlhand?'' 
6od answered, ''Because it is so whtte.** 
Hnd men ran in a great company towards the curtain, and strug- 
gled there. X iMard tf)em strihe upon the floor. Hnd when th^^ 
moved away the curtain hung smooth and still; and tf)ere was 
a small stain upon the floor. 
X said to eod, **UShy do they not wash It out?'' 
God said, ''Chey cannot." 
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Hnd thty took dmatt etome and put tbetn down along the edge 
of fbe curtaf n to keep ft down* Chen ti)e men and women eat 
down again at the tabled* 

Hnd X said to 6od, **Wm tboee etoncs keep it down?** 
eod said. <<aihat think you?'' 

X said, ^f the wind blew ** 

God said, ''Xf tke wind blew?'' 
Hnd ttit feast went on. 

Hnd suddenly X eried to 6od, ''Xf one sbould rise among thtm, 
€ven of tbemselTes, and start up from tiK table and should cast 
away his cup and crv, *yiy b ro tt Hrs and my sisters, stayl what 
is it tiMt we drink?'— -and with his sword should cut in two the 
curtain, and holding wide tht fragme n t s , cry, * Brothers, rtsters, 
seel it is not wine, not winel not winel My brothers, o^ my 

sisters-^ 'and he should overturn tibe ** 

God said, ''Be sHUI see there." 

X looked: before the banquet4)0use, among the grass, X saw a 

row of mounds; flowers covered them, and gilded marble stood 

at their heads. X asked 6od what they were. 

IV answered, They are the graves of those who rose up at the 

feast and cried." 

Hnd X asked 6od how thtyaam there. 

De said, ** Che men of the banquet-house rose and cast them 

CIQwII HMRwAFilO* 

X said, ''QOho buried them ?" 
€lod said, The men who cast them down." 
X saM, ''Row came it tibat they threw them down> and then set 
marble over them? " 

6od said, ''Because the bones cried out, they covered tiiem." 
Hnd among the cfrass and weeds X saw an unburied bodyl^rtng; 
and X asked God why it was. 

God sakl, " Because It was thrown down only vcsterday. Xn a 
little while, when the flesh shall have fallen from its bones, 
they will bury it also, and plant flowers over it." if Hnd still 
tiw feast went on. 

Men and women sat at the tables quaffing great bowls. Some 
rose, and threw thdr arms about ead) cmnt, and danced and 
sang. Chey pledged each other in the wine, and fHssed each 
other's blooa-red lips. 
Digher and higher grew the revels. 
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film, tirfmi they haddnnk tUt iImi^couUI no tongcr^tlntw tvfwt 
IMS left in tbdr gtaeece vp to tht roof » and Ut ft ^U Iwidt fn 
nondift, Qlomcn dyed tbeir dHldiWe garments f n tfx win^ 
and fed tbem on ft tftt thdt Hny moutbe tvere red* Sometfmee, 
as tl>e daneers tvhfrled, thff overturned a vessel, and tbefr gar- 
ments tvere bespattered* Children sat upon tht floor wfth great 
bowls of wfnc^and swam rose-leaves en it»for boats, thty put 
tbcfr bands in tf)e wine and blew large red bubbles. 
ftad bfgber and bigber grew the revets, and wilder tbe dancing, 
and louder and iMder tbe singing* But bere and tbere among 
tfw revelers were tbose wbo did not revet X saw ti>at at tbe 
tables bere and tbere were men wbo sat wftb tbeir elbows on 
tbe board and bands sbading tibdr eyes; tbey looked into the 
winc<up beneatb tbem and did not drintu Hnd wbenonetoudwl 
them ligbtlv on the sboulder, bidding tbem to rise and danee 
and sii^, my started, and tben looked down, and sat tbere 
watebing the wine in the tup, but they did not move. 
Hnd bere and tbere I saw a woman sit apart Cbeotbers danced 
and sang and fed tbeir d>ildren,butsbe sat silent wilb ber bead 
aside as thouffh sbe listened* I>er little dyildren pludted ber 
gown; sbe did not see tbem ; sbe was listening to seme sound, 
but sbe did not stir* 

Zhe revels grew briber* fflen dranft till they could drink no 
longer, and uy thdr beads upon the tibie, sUepiiM beavily* 
Qlomen wbo could dance no more leaned back on the bendMS 
wfd> tbeir beads against tbdr lovers^ sboulders* Little dyHdreiL 
sfdi wfib wine, Uy down upon tbe edgea of tbeir ino ri nr s ^ 
robes. Sometimes, a man rose suddenlv, and as be staggered 
strudt tbe tables and ov ertl> r e w tbe bendns; some leaned upon 
the balustrades, sidi unto deatb. IVre and tbere one rose wbo 
staggered to the wine fars and lay down beside tbem* IV turned 
tbe wine tap^ but sleep overcame bim as be lay tbere, and tbe 
wbieranout. 

81ewly tbe tirfn, red stream ran across the wbfte marble floor; 
ft rcaoMd tbe stone steps; slowly, slowly, slowly ft trickled 
down from »tep to step, from step to step: tben it sank into 
the earth, H tbin wbite smoke rose up from it* 
X was silent; X could not breatbe; but €od called me to come 
furtber* 
Bad after X bad traveled for a wbile X came wbere on seven 
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hHtfthv fhemfnB of a n i lk Ai/tfhtnaKMt4M^ and ati oiifl ii p 

tton vttt OIK whi ch! htd seen 8t!MMliii0» 
X said to 6od, '^ <inMt did the men who hHttt ft here?" 
6od said, The)> feasted.'' 
Xeafd^^'Onwhat?'' 
6od oafd, ''On wtne.'' 

Hud X todttd; and it Mcmcd to me that hd>fnd the rntae \sf 
fltfU a targe dfcular holtow wf thfn tiM cartf> where a foot of Im 
wine-prcsB had stood* 

X said to 0od» '^ I>crw came ft that this taroe house fett?'' 
6od said, ** Because ti)e earti> was sodden.^ 
De catted me to come furdier* 

Hnd at last we came upon a f>{U where htue waters f^^Qwl, and 
whfte marhte tay upon tiM earth. X said to 0od, "WatX was 
f)ereonce?'' 

6od safd, **li pleasure house.'' 

X looked, and at mv feet great pfttars tay. X cried atoud for |o)p 
to God, The marhte htossomsl " 

eod safd, **'B9t 't was a frinr house. Chere Ims not twcn one 
tOte to ft, nor ever shaft he. Che pfttars and the por tlto e s l)los- 
somcd; and ti)e wfne cups were as oathered flowers: on this 
side aft ti)e curtafn was In'ofdered wfth fafr dentins, the stttd^- 
fng was of flotd." 

X safd to eod, ''Row came ft that fit fett?" 
6od said, "On the side of the wfne-prcss ft was daHu" 
Hnd as we travded, we came where ta^ a mfght)^ ridge of sand, 
and a dark river ran there; and there rose two vast mounds. 
X said to 6od, ''Chej^ are very nrfghty." 
6od said, ''Hi^, eweedfng great." 
Hnd X listened. 

6od asked me what X was listening to. 
Hnd X said, ''H sound of weeping, and X hear Hmt sound of 
strokes, tnit X cannot tett whence ft comes." 
eod safd, ''Xt fs the echo of the wfneiwcss lingering stilt 
among the coping-stones upon the mounds. H hanquct-house 
stood here." 

Hnd he catted me to come furdier. 

dpon a harren hitlslde, where the soft was arid, God catted me 
to stand stilt. Hnd X looked around. 

€lod said, ''Chere was a feasting4)ouse here once upon a time." 
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1 6«id to Sod, ''X ace no latHi cf Mjr r IT 6od.Mki» ''Cbm 
WM not left one stone npon anotfMrtMt hn not been tln'own 
down*'* Hnd X toofied vorndtmnd on Iht bUtslde wae « londy 

X«Sd to eod» ''miMt Utt there ? " 

De 9afd» ^ H vine tnne, bniiecd fn the w i w frp r eaB !** 

Hnd at tf)e head of tf)e gmiM stood « cross, and on its foot lay 

a crown orxnomB* 

Hnd as X turned to g^ X toofied badiward. Cbe wfn^fjress and 

the banqvet-hoMse tvere gone; but the graiM yet stood. 

Hnd when X came to the edge of a lonir rkkfe there opened out 

before me a wide plain of sand. Hnd when X loolied downward 

X saw great stones tfe shattered; and the desert sand bad half 

coverad them over. 

X said to 6od, ^ Chere is writing on them, but X cannot read fti'' 

Hnd Sod blew aside the desert sand and X read tht writing; 

" abashed in the balanecy and fovnd ^" bvt the last word was 

wanting* 

Hnd X said to eod, "Xt was a banquetbouse?'' 

6od said, ^Hy, a bamiuet-boase." 

X said, ''Chere was a win^press here?'' 

€od said, ** Chere was a wineisrcss." 

X asked no furtfMT <|iNstion. X was wry weary; X shaded my 

€9tB with my hand, and looked tinrovgh the pink evening IMbt. 

f»r eft, across the sand, X saw two f^fifres st a nding. utttf> 

wiiMs upf olded high tSodfc their heads, and stem faces set, 

neilher man nor bcwt^ th^ looked out across the desert sand, 

watd>ing, watdrfng, w a tc pi ngl X did not ask God what Ihey 

were, for X knew tmat the answer woold be. 

Hnd, further and yet further, in tht evening light, X looked 

win> my shaded eyes. 

f^r off, where the santto wer e t hick and heavy,X saw a solitary 

pilUr standing : the crown bad ^llen, mm! the Mnd bad buried it. 

On the Iwoken pillar sat a gray owtof4he-desert, with fdded 

wings; and In the evening ligfyt X saw the desert foie creep past 

i^ trailing his brush across the sand. 

f^irtf)a%vct furti)er, as X tooked acros s the d esert,! saw the 

sand gathered faito heaps, as tf)Ougb it covend something. 

X cried to 6od, ''Oh, X am so weary." 

eod said, ''You have seen only on»lMlf of fkiV* 
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X eafd, ''I onmot ece iitore» X am afrtid of IML Xn my own 

narrow tfttU fMth X dare not tMlk bccanoc X iMnk Ifeat one fiaa 

dug a pttfalt for me; and If X put mj^ band to talK a fmft X 

draw {t back agafn bccaiwc X tbim it baa been ktoecd already. 

Xf X took out acroee tht plafna^lbe mounds are burial beape; 

and wfwn X paee among tbe etenee X bear thtm crying aloud. 

QU)en X see mai dan^ig X bmrtbe time beatm in win> aobe; 

and tbdr wine is liiHngI Oh, X cannot bear IMIV* 

6od said, '^ Cnbere will you go? " 

X said» '^ Co tbe eavtb from wliicb X came ; it was better ttwrc.'' 

Hnd 6od taugbed at me; and X wondered wby De taugbed. 

6od said, ''Comer ^md X wttl sbow you Deaven.^ 

Hnd partly X awoke. Xt was still and dark; tbe sound of Ibe 

carriages bad died in tht street; tht woman wlio bad lauglMd 

was gone; and tbe polioemavs tread was lieard no more* Xn tht 

dark it seemed as if a great band lay upon my beart, and crusbed 

it. X tried to breathe and tossed from sine to side; and tben 

Main X fell asleef^ and dreamed* 

0od took me to tbe edge of tbat world* Xt ended. X looked 

down* Cbe gulf, it seemed to me» was fatbomless; and tben X 

saw two bndges crossing it tbat both sloped upmmis* 

X said to 6od, ''Xs tbere no other way liy wbien men cross it?" 

God said, ''One; it rises far from htn and slopes straight 

upwards*** 

X asked 6od wlMt the Iwidges' names were* 

6od said, " Qlbat matter for tbe names ? Call them tbe Good, 

tbe Crue, tbe Beautiful, if you will— you will not yet undcr^ 

stand tiiem*" 

X asked God bow it was X could not see the tl>ird* 

God said, " Xt is seen only by those who cttmh it.'' 

X said, " Do tb^ all lead to one heaven?** 

God said, "Hll Deaven is one: neverthdeas some parts arc 

hi^btr than otiwrs; d)Ose who reach the hi^^ may always go 

down to rest in the lower; but those in the lower may not haw 

s treiigU> to dimb to the higher; neverthdcss tin Uglyt is all 



one*** 



Hnd X saw over the bridge nearest me, wi>icb was wider than 
tbe other, countless f ootmaHis go. X asked God wfyy so many 
went over it. 
God said, "Xt slopes less deeply, and leads to the first fMaven." 
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BnA X eaw tfMt eomc of tht f oc ti i urfca tvcre of feet rcturnfng* 

I aelicd Sod liow ft was* 

fk eald, **ffc mm wf)o has once entered IVaven ever leaves ft; 

but some, when thty have gone fealf way, turn back, because 

thty are afrafd there to no land b^^ond*^ 

I said, ** Das none ever returned? ^ 

6od safd, ** ffo; once fn Reaven atwaim fn IVaven*'' 

Hnd 6od took me over* Hnd when we came to one of the great 

doors— for Reaven has more doors than one, and th^ are att 

r II— the posts rose up so high on either side X could not see 
top, nor Indeed if there were any* 
Hnd It seemed to me so wide that all IMl could oo in through It. 
X said to 6od, '^ COhich to the larger, Reaven or Hell?'' 
6od said, ''Dell to as wide, but Dieaven to deeper* HII Dell could 
be eiMulf ed In Reaven, but all Deaven could not be engulfed In 

Hnd we entered* Xt was a stUl great land* Che in ou iitaln s rose 
on every hand, and thtn was a mU clear light; and X saw It 
came from the rocks and stones* X asked God how it was* 
8ut God did not answer me* 

X looked and wondered, ror X had thought Deaven would be 
o rt w w i se* Hnd after awhile It be^n to grow brighter, as If the 
day were breaking, and X aslud God if the sun were not going 
to rise. 

God said, ''No; we are coming to where the people are*'' 
Hnd as we went on It grew br^jhter and brlgnter till It was 
burning day; and on tht rodi were flowers blooming, and trees 
blossomed at the roadside; and streams of water ran every- 
where, and X heard the bircto singing; X asfied God where they 
weme. 

God said, ''Xt to the people calling to one another*'* 
Hnd when we came nearer X saw them walking, and tfMy shone 
astheywalked*X asked God how it was they wore no covering* 
God said, "Because all their body gives the light; they dare 
not cover anv part." 

Hnd X asked God what tlMy were d^ng* 
God said, " 8f>lning on the plants that they may grow." 
Hnd X saw that some were worlting In companies, and some 
alone, but most were In twos, sometimes two men and some- 
times two women; but generally there was one man and one 
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woimm; MnA X aelMd Sod how ft w»b* if 6od eaikl, ''Qlhcn 
one nun and one woman ehfne together, ft mafws tiw moet per- 
fect Uaht» ]^ny plants need tiiat for vnAr growing. Neverthe- 
lcB6>t»ere are more Itinde of plants fn Deaipen tmn one, and 
tfMy need many kinds of t^fht'' 

Hnd one from among the people came running towards me; 
and when he came near it sMmed to me that be and X had played 
together when we were tittle d>ildren,and that we had been horn 
on the same day* Hnd X told 6od what X felt; 6od said, ''Hll 
men feel so in DeaiMn when anotf)er comes towards them*" 
Hnd he who ran towards me held my hand, and led me tin^ou^ 
the bright ligfyts. Hnd when we came among the trees be sang 
aloud, and hb companion answered, and it was a woman, and 
he showed me to her* She said, ** lie must ba^ water;'* and She 
tooli some in her hands, and fed me (X had been afraid to drink 
of the water in IMl) and tfMy gathered fruit for me, and gaw 
ft me to eat. Chey said, ** Qle mone long to make it ripen," and 
they laughed together as they saw me eat it. 
Ok man said, **Tk is very weary; be must sleep," (for X bad 
not dared to sleep in Dell), and be laid my head on his compan- 
ion's knee and spread her hair out <mpt me. X slrat, and all the 
while in my sleep X thought X beard the birds calling across me. 
Hnd when X woke it was like earty morning, with tf)e dew on 

e^rytbing * 

Hnd tin man took my band and led me to a hidden spot among 
ti)e rocks* Che ground was wry hard,but out of it weresprout- 
ing tiny plants, and there was a little stream running* lie said, 
^Chis is a garden we are malting, no one else knows of it* COe 
shine here votiy day; see, the ground has cradud with our shin- 
ing, and this little stream is bursting out* 8ee, the flowers are 



growl 
Hndb 



ng," 



[nd be climbed on ti)e rocks and pidted from abow two little 
flowers with dew on them, and gave them to me* Hnd X took 
one in each hand; my hands shone as X held them* lie said, 
''Chis garden is for all when ft Is finished*" Hnd he went away 
to his companion, and X went out into the great pati>way* 
Hnd as X walked in the l^|ht X beard a loud sound of much 
singing* Hnd when X came nearer X saw one with closed eyes, 
singing, and his fellows were standing round him; and the 
lifl^ on tin closed eyes was brighter ^Nin anything X bad seen 
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to DeaiMn. X aeficd one wf)o ft wm* Hud fee eaikl, **fhHh 1 Our 

suMing mro* 

Him X aeficd wfey the €]M8 ebone 80. 

Hnd be 6afd» '' 0)e)^ caimot oet, and we bai»e kfaecd tbem tf tt 

thty ehont 9o/* 

Hnd tf)e people gatf)ered ctoeer round bfm. 

Hnd when X went a tittle further X eaw a crowd croeefng 

MioiM the trees of tf gbt wf tf> great taugfyter. OlfHn tiny eame 

cloee X eaw tiny carrtel one wftf)out feande or feet Hnd a tf gl»t 

came from the maimed limbe eo br^jbt tbat X coutd not todt 

Hnd X eafd to one, ''OUMt fe ft?'' 

Ik a newercd, ^Gbfe fe our In'otfMr wf)o once felt and lost bfe 
bands and feet, and efnee tben be cannot belp bfmeetf ; but we 
bave toudMd tin maimed etumpe eo often tbat now ttkv ebfne 
br^fbter tban anytbfng f n ReaTcn* Qle paee bfm on ^Mt ne may 
ebtae on ti>f iMe tbat need mud> beat. iHo one fe allowed to luep 
bfm tomr, be betoiMe to all;'' A tbey went on among tbe treee. 
/f X eafd to God, 'Xbfe fea etrange land* X bad tbougbt blfnd- 
ncee and maf mcdneee were great evfle. Dere men malie ttnm to 

eodMfd» '^Dfdet tbou tben tbfnb tbat love bad need of evee and 

bande!'' 

Hnd X walfied down tbe ebfnf ng way wf tb patme on eftber iMnd. 

X eafd to 6od, **Gv€r efnee X wae a tfttte cbftd and eat atone 

and crfcd, X bave dreamed of tbfe land, and now X wftt not oo 

away again. X wftt etay bere and ebfne.'* Hnd X t^^gan to tame 

off my garmente, thxt X mfgfyt ebfne ae otbere fn thxt land; 

but wlMn X toobed down X eaw my l>ody gave no If gbt X eafd 

to€k>d,''nowfeft?" 

6od eafd, ''Xe tbere no dark blood fn your beart; fe ft bftter 

agafnetnone?" 

and X eafd, **\tB ;" and X tbougbt— "^ fiow fe tbe tfme 

when X wftt tell 6od tiMit wbfd> X Mve been meant ng to tell 
bfm all along, f)Ow tMdty my f dlow-men hsvt treated me. Dow 
tbey iMive miBunderetood me. fkiw X fnve fntended to be mag- 
nanf moue and generoue to thtm, and tbej^- — " Hnd X l>Q|an to 
ten 6od; Iwt wben X toofccd down all tbe ftowere were wftbcr- 
fng under my twcatb, and X wae efleitt. 
Hnd God catted me to come up f>f gber, and X gatl)ercd my 
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imiiitk about im A Mtowcd Mm 1^ Hnd tin I'odis grew f)^|f)er A 
stMper on every side; and wt came at last to a place iwfeere a 
great mountain ro6e» wboee top wm loot fn tin doudB. Hnd 
on fts oSde I saw men working; and tfwy pfdted at tbe eartf> 
with huge pfd»; and X saw tnat tiny labored mi«^ty, Hnd 
8ome labored in companies, but moot labored singlv. Mnd X saw 
the drops of sweat fall from thdr f ord)eads, and tht musdes 
of tbdt arms stand out with labor. Hnd X said, ''X had not 
thought in Reaven to see mai labor sol ^ Hnd X ti>ought of the 
garden where men sang and loved, and X wondered that any 
should d)00se to labor on that bare mountaiivside* Hnd X saw 
upon the f ordMads of the men as tfwy worfted a Xidht, and the 
drops whid) fell from them as they worfied had light 
Hna X asfud 6od what tfwy were seddng for. 
Hnd God tcudnd my ^ms, and X saw that what they found 
were small stones, whim bad been too bright for me to see be- 
fore; and X saw that tht light of tht stones and tht 11^ on 
tht men's f ord)eads was tht same. Hnd X saw that when one 
found a stone he passed it on to his fellow, and he to anod)er, 
and he to another, ffo man kept the stone he found. Hnd at 
times they gathered in great company about when a large stone 
was found, and raised a great shout, so dMt tht sity rang; 
then dMy worked on j^in. 

Hnd X asked 6od what they did with the stones they found at 
last. Chen 6od toud)ed my eyes again to make them s trong e r; 
and X looked, and at my wry feet was a mighty crown. IThe 
Iteht streamed out from it. 
6od said, ** 6ach stone as they find it is set here.'' 
Hnd the crown was wrought according to a marvelous pattern; 
one pattern ran through all, yet ead) part was different. 
X said to God, ^Row does ead> man know where to set his 
stone, so that me pattern is worked out?" 
God said, ''Betause in tht light his fordnad Sheds ead> man 
sees faintly outlined thtt full crown." 
Hnd X said, ** But how is it that ead> stone is joined along its 
edges to its fellows, so that there is no seam anywhere?" 
God said, The stones are alive; dieygrow." 
Hnd X said, ''But what does ead> man gain by his working? " 
God said, ''Re sees his outline filled." 
X said, ''But those stones whid) are last set cover those which 
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were ffrat; and tbeec wttf again be covered bjr fboee which 
come wI^cIm* 

€od 8ald» ^Chey are covered, hot not hkL Che tight fo the light 
of att Jmhout the first, no last'' 
Hnd X oaid to eod, ''Olhen wiU this crown he ended?'' 
Hnd 6od said, ''Look up!'' 

X toohed up; and X saw the mountain tower above me, but its 
summit X coutd net see; it was lost in the clouds* 
6od said no more* 

Hnd X toehed at the crown: then a longing seized me. I^ihe tht 
passion of a mother for the ci>{ld wf)om deati> has tafien; lihe 
tht i^eaming of a friend for tht friend whom life has buried; 
tike the hunger of dying eyes for a life that is slipping; like the 
thirst of a soul for love at its first spring waiting, so, but 
fiercer was the longing in me. 

X cried to 6od, ''X too will work here; X too will set stones in 
tin wonderful pattern; it shall grow beneath my hand* Hnd if 
it be that, laboring here for years, X should not find one stone, 
at least X will be with the men tlMt labor here. X shall hear 
tlMir shout of joy when ead> stone Is found; X shall |oin in 
tiieir triumph, X shall shout among them; X shall see the crown 
grow." 80 great was my longing as X looked at tf)e crown, X 
thought a faint l%[ht fell from my f ord)ead also. 
God said, '^Do you not hear the singing in tht gardens?" 
X said, ^ffo, X hear nothing; X see only the crown." Hnd X was 
<famib wra> longing; X forgot att me flowers of tht lower 
Reaven and tht sii^fing titere. Hnd X ran forward, and tin'cw 
my mantle on the earn) and bent to seize one of the miglyty 
tools wf)ich lay there. X could not lift it from the aarth* 
6od said, ^ Qwere hast tf>ou earned the strengti) to raise it? 
Cake up thy mantle." 

Hnd X took up my mantle and followed where 6od called me; 
butX looked badt and X saw the crown burning, my crown that 
X had loved* 

R^lher and briber we climbed and the air grew thinner, ff ot a 
tree or plant was on tht bare rodw, and the stillness was un- 
broken* l^y breath came hard and quidt, and tl)e blood crept 
witf>in my finger-tips* X said to 6od, ^Xs tf>is Deaven? " 

eod said, ""^n; it is the highest." 

Hnd strn we dimbed. X said to God, ''X cannot breathe so high." 
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6od safdt^Becaiiee the air to purcl ** Hndmv iMad grew dissjr, 

and as I ctfmbcd tht blood Inirot from my nnger-t^ 

ClMm w€ came out upon a tomty mountafiKtop. 

ffo tfvfng bdng moved tf)cre; but far off on a solitary peak X 

saw a lonely figure stan^ttng. Qlbetber It wtn man or ivoman 

X could not tal; for partly It seemed the figure of a in^oman, 

but Its limbs were tht m^jbty limbs of a man* X asked 6od 

wbetbcr it was man or woman* 

6od said* ^Xn the least DcaTen s^ reigns supreme; fai Hie 

briber It to not noticed; but in tbe b^lbest it does net octet.'' 

Hnd X saw tbe figure bend civtt Its work* and labor migbtf ly* 

but wfMt it labored at X could not see* 

X said to God* *" Row came it bere ? '^ 

6od said, ''By a bloodv stair* 8tep by step It mounted from 

tbe lowest I!^ll* and <Uy by day as Ilell grew fartber and 

Tkxvm no nearer* it bung alone between two worlds. I>our bv 

bour In tbat bitter struggle fts limbs grew larger* tUl tbere fell 

from it rag by r^ tht garments wbl^ It started witb. Drops 

fell from its €9t» as it strained tbem; ead> step it climbed was 

wet witb blood* Cben it came out bere*'' 

Hnd X tbougbt of tht garden wbere mai sang witb tbdr arms 

around one anotiw; and tht mountain-side wbere tbey worked 

In company. Hnd X sbuddered* 

Hnd X said* ''Xs It not terribly alone bere?'' 

6od said* ''Xt to never alonel ^ 

X said* ''Olbat bas it f or all Its labor? X see notbing return 

to it*" 

Cben 6od toudMd my eyes* and X saw s tretcbe d out beneatb 

us tbe plains of IVaven and Dell* and all tbat was witbin tbem* 

4r 0od said* ''fVom ^Mt lone belgbt on wbld> be stands* all 

tbings are open* Co bim to dear tbe sblning in tbe garden* be 

sees tbe flower break fortb and tbe streams sparkle; no sbout 

to raised upon tht mountainside but bto ear may bear it Ik 

sees tht crown grow and tlw llgbt sboot from it* Hll Rell to 

ri to Mm* lie sees tbe patbs mount upwards* Co bim*nell to 
seed-ground from im>{d> IVaven ^>rlngs* He sees tbe sap 
ascending*'' 

Hnd X saw tht figure bend ofver its work* and tbe llgbt from Its 
face fell upon It* 

Hnd X said to eod* ** dbat to it making ? " 
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Hnd ood 9)Mt fiusici Hnd be towiMu mj^ ciiray mm! X 

Hud after a ton^ whfk X wMsperfd to 6od, **Zhto fe IVaiMk'' 
Hnd eod aeited me wlyj^ X was OTtng* Bvt X oonld not answer 
for fay. 

Hnd me face turned from its work, and tht Ifgfyt felt upon me. 
Cben ft ^rew so Mght X eoidd not see things secaratetjr ; and 
wMd> were 6od, or the man, or X» X conid not tetl; we were aU 
Mended. X cried to Cod, ''CDbere are yov?" but there was no 
answer, only musk and t^iht. 

Hfterwards, when ft had orown so darft agahi that X could see 
thfi^ separately, X found that X was standing there w r a ppe d 
tight fn my little old, brown, earthly doak, and 6od and the 
man were separated from cad) other, and from me* 
X did not dare say X would go and make music beside the man* 
X knew X could notread) even to his knee, nor move tin instru> 
ment he played* But X thougfyt X would stand there on my 
tittle peak and sing an accompaniment to that great music 
Hnd X tried; but my voice ^ilM*Xt p^Nd and quayercd* X could 
not sing that tune. X was silent. 
Chen €od pointed to me, that X should go out of Deaven* 
Hnd X cried to 6od, "^ Oh, let me stay herelXf indeed it be, as 
X know it is, that X am not great enough to sing upon tht 
mountoin, nor strong enough to labor on its side, nor bright 
enough to shine and love wilhin the Mrden, at least let me go 
down to the great gateway; humbly X will kned there, sweep- 
ing; and, as the saved pass in, X will see the light upon thdr 
faces. X shall hear the singing in the garden,and the shout upon 

the hillside ** 

6od said, '' Xt may not be ; '^ be pointed. 

Hnd X cried, ''Xf X may not stay in Deaven, then let me go 

down to IMl, and X will grasp the hands of men and women 

there; and slowly, holding one another's hands, we will work 

our way upwards.^ 

etttl eod pointed* 

Hnd X tlyrew myself upon tf)e earth and cried, '^ 6arth is so 

small, 80 mean! Xt is not meet a soul should see Deaven and be 

cast out again 1'' 

Hnd 6od laid his hand on me, and said, ** Go badt to eartf>; 

that whid> you sedt is there.'' 
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X awolM: ft was iiiori rti ig ^ Cbe sOowr and darftncae of tfw 
night wtrt gone Oyrougfe my narrow attic wtedow X eaw the 
ti^ of another day* X doMd my eyes and turned towards the 
watt : X could not tooh upon the dutt gray world* 
Xn the streets hetow» mai and women streamed fMst hv hun- 
dreds; X heard the beat of tbdr feet on the pavement ]Men on 
thdr way to business; servants on errands; boys hurrying to 
school; weary |»rofessors pacing stowty tht old street; prosti- 
tutes, men and women, dragging their feet wearily after last 
nigfyf s ddMud); artists wimquidi, impatient footMeps; trades- 
men for orders; dHldren to SMfc for lyread* X iMard tht stream 
beat by*Hnd at tin attey^s mouth, at the street comer, a totdhin 
barret-organ was playing; sometimes it quavered and almost 
stopped, then went on again, lihe a brolien human voice. 
X listened: my heart scarcely moved; it was as cdd as lead* 
X could not b«ir the long day before me; and X tried to sUq> 
again; yet still X heard tin feet upon the pavement* Hnd sud- 
denly X heard them cry loud as thty beat ^ are sedtingl— 
we are sedtingl-^ve are sedrfiM 1 ** and the broken barrel-organ 
at the street comer sobbed, ''Che Beautiful I-the Bcautifull— 
the Beautiful I'' Hnd my heart, wl)ich had been dead, cried out 
with every throb, ''Lovel— Cruthl-^the Beautiful!— the Bcau- 
tifull ** Xt was the music X had heard in Deaven that X could 
not sing there* 
Hnd fully X awolie* 

dpon the faded ouilt across my bed a long yellow streak of 
pale London sunlight was lying* Xt fell through my narrow 
attic window* 
X laughed* X rose* 
X was glad the long day was before me* 
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